
Lesson 12– The Next Wave
Objectives - Students will:

• view statistical information gathered from the 1890, 1900, 1910, 1920 and 1930 
Federal Censuses and determine who were the next wave of immigrants coming 
into Ulster County,

• identify patterns of immigration in Ulster County,
• analyze a chart and interpret the data,
• evaluate the importance of Ellis Island as an immigration station.

Materials
• Student Activity Sheet 12

Background Information
According to Ulster County Census statistics, the immigrant populations of Ulster County 
soared in 1910, with Italian immigrants topping the chart. Most of these immigrants 
came through the doors of Ellis Island. Please refer to www.ellisisland.com and Ellis 
Island, Gateway of Hope, by local author, John Burdick for further information on Ellis 
Island. 

Teaching Sequence
1. Analyzing a chart

a. Distribute the Activity Sheet to the students.  Ask them to read the chart 
carefully and then proceed to answer the questions.

b. After students have completed the work, ask for volunteers to answer the 
questions.

2. Class discussion
a. Point out the impact of Ellis Island on the history of the world. 
b. If the classroom has internet access, use the Ellis Island website to help explain 

the importance of this immigrant center to the class.

Extension activities
• Students can ask their parents about their ancestors. The class can compile the 

information and create a chart similar to the following: 

Students can then convert the data into a graph

• Take the class on a fieldtrip to Ellis Island 
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46

http://www.ellisisland.com/


Activity Sheet 12 
  The Next Wave

The following chart shows the change in immigrant populations between 1890 and 
1930. Use this chart to help answer the following questions:

1.   Fill in this chart with the name of the country that sent the most immigrants each 
ten year period.

Year Country
1890
1900
1910
1920
1930

2.   Which country’s immigrant population went down every ten years between 1890 

and 1920?  Why do you think this happened? __________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

3.   Which immigrant population soared in 1910? _______________________________

4.   What port of entry do you think most of these immigrants came through? Why? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
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