Lesson 5 — Next Stop — The Rondout and Beyond
Finding Employment in a New Land

Objectives - Students will:
* view excerpts from the 1855 NYS Census and discover the occupations
available to unskilled immigrants arriving in Ulster County in the mid-
19" century,
» write letters encouraging or discouraging immigrants’ families back in
Europe to come to Ulster County,
« conduct research on 19" century immigrant occupations.

Materials
« Three New York State 1855 Census Sheets
« Various books on early American trades — (check student resource list)
e Activity Sheet 5

\ Background Information

The majority of immigrants arriving in NY between 1845 and 1855 had been tenant
farmers in Ireland and had no desire to return to farming after suffering through the
“Famine” (refer to Lesson #3). Even if they had wanted to resume farming, they had
little money to travel and purchase land. There were many job opportunities for
unskilled laborers in areas such as the Rondout in Kingston and other nearby areas in
Ulster County. It was not a long trip from the docks in NYC, up the Hudson, to the
Rondout. Large numbers of men could be employed on the Rondout docks, enlarging
and working on the D & H Canal, making bricks at the several brick factories, quarrying
bluestone and blasting for cement in the cement mines of Rosendale. Many immigrant
women took jobs as domestic servants, laundresses, and washerwomen.

Teaching Sequence
1. Interpreting information from the census
a. Review what a census is and when NYS censuses were taken. (* "Do”on the
census means ditto, or the same as above). Census takers were often, not very
good spellers, therefore look for the phonetic spelling of words.
b. Read the categories listed on the top of the census.
c. Distribute Document 5 and Activity Sheet 5. You may need to help the students
reading sections of the census.
d. Ask students to recall their definition of the word alien (a person who lives in one
country while still being a citizen of another). Students should be clear that
aliens are people who have not been naturalized.

Extension Activities

» Students can create an ad to invite other immigrants to come to Ulster County to
work.

» Students write a letter to a friend or family back home telling them why they
should or should not come to Ulster County to work.

« Students choose one individual from the list they compiled in the above activity.
They will investigate the occupation the individual was listed as doing. They can
use books found in the classroom or the internet for research. Using the
information from the chart and your research, they can write a paragraph
explaining what the immigrant’s day might have been like.

« Students draw an illustration of the occupation they researched in action.
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Activity Sheet 5
1855 Census

Use the information from the 1855 Census to fill in this chart

Choose ten individuals listed as immigrants found on the 1855 Census. List their name,
age, nationality and occupation. Make sure to include women on your list.

Name of Resident Age Nationality Occupation

1. What town was this census taken in?

2. What countries are represented on this page of the census?

3. How many different occupations are listed on this page of the census?

4. What occupations, if any, are immigrant women involved in?

5. How many immigrants listed on this page have not yet become citizens of the

United States? How do you know this?

6. What occupations are most immigrants involved in?






