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    SALES TAX AUDIT BEGINS 

         Comptroller’s Staff Commences Audit of Sales Tax Revenues and Disbursements 

 

Kingston, NY (February 29, 2015) – As a follow up to two reports released earlier this year, Comptroller 

Elliott Auerbach has announced an audit to review both sales tax revenue received by Ulster County as well 

as sales tax distribution the County makes to the twenty towns, two villages and the City of Kingston who 

share in a portion of the proceeds. 

Earlier this month Auerbach issued an overview about the multi-million dollar increase in sales tax revenue 

collection that Ulster experienced in 2015.   The upsurge provided an over 4% up tick and positioned the 

County with the third highest yearly increase of the fifty-seven counties outside of the metropolitan area. 

The Comptroller followed that up with a second report at the end of the month outlining the complexities of 

sales tax collection and distribution and providing a summary of sharing agreements. The analysis in part, 

afforded a comparison of Ulster County, which shares only 14.5% of the sales tax revenue, with Orange 

County (sharing 26%) and Albany County (sharing 40%). 

The Comptroller’s Office has submitted a formal request to the Commissioner of Finance to provide all 

necessary documents by March 10, 2016 including sales tax revenue collection and distribution documents 

for the period January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2015.    

“In this time of political and public upheaval concerning sales tax, the audit will ensure the equity and 

accuracy of the compilations of revenue and the allocations of funds to local municipalities,” Auerbach 

said.  “I have requested all information by early March and expect that the audit team, led by Director of 

Internal Audit and Control Alicia DeMarco, CPA would begin their review once the documents are in 

hand.” 
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