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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

SALES TAX COLLECTION AND DISTRIBUTION SOUND 
Two Exceptions in Payment and Calculations Are Minimal 

 
Kingston, NY (April 20, 2016) – The Office of the Ulster County Comptroller released an audit of the 
County’s 2015 sales tax collection and distribution.  The purpose of the audit was to determine 
whether all sales tax revenue was accurately reported in the County’s General Ledger for the 
correct period and on a timely basis.  In addition the audit determined whether the disposition of 
the sales tax revenue was completed in accordance with the current agreements and resolutions. 
 
Earlier this year Ulster County Comptroller Elliott Auerbach issued an overview about the multi-

million dollar increase in sales tax collection that Ulster experienced in 2015 providing an over 4% 

up tick and ranking the County with the third highest yearly increase outside of the metropolitan 

area.  A second report was released outlining the complexities of sales tax collection and 

distribution, as well as providing a summary of sharing agreements explaining the distribution of 

revenues to the City of Kingston, the twenty towns and two of the three villages in Ulster County. 

The most recent report concluded that all 2015 sales tax revenues were appropriately received 

and disbursed with two exceptions.  One being a delayed distribution to the City of Kingston and 

the other being a distribution calculation error between the Village of Saugerties and the Town of 

Saugerties. 

“The reliability of information always comes into question when not all of the data is readily 
available,” said Ulster County Comptroller Elliott Auerbach.  “Complex distribution formulas rely 
on both current agreements and equalization rates and it becomes incumbent upon our Chief 
Accountant, the Commissioner of Finance and staff to ensure that all of the data is accurate and 
up to date and that payments are made in accordance to agreements in place.  In both cases 
these oversights are easily correctable,” Auerbach said. 
 
The report can be found on the Comptroller’s website youreyesonulster.com or the link: 
http://ulstercountyny.gov/comptroller/sites/default/files/Sales%20Tax%20Revenue%20and%20Disbursement%20Aud
it%2004.18.2016.pdf 
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