
Ulster County Planning Dept.

2013 Agricultural Districts Inclusions

from the

July 12, 2013

Agricultural & Farmland Protection Board

Prepared by:

Report to the Ulster County Legislature



Purpose 

To provide the Ulster County Legislature with the requisite information to 
execute the legislative requirement concerning the inclusion of land into 
agricultural districts.
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Background

Pursuant to NYS Agriculture & Markets Law (AML), Article 25 AA Section 303-b, 
directing county legislative bodies to designate an annual thirty-day period during which 
landowners may request inclusion of predominantly viable agricultural land into an 
existing certified agricultural district, the Ulster County Legislature adopted Resolution 
322 on December 4, 2003, designating March 1 through March 30 as the specified 
annual period.

Accordingly, a Notice of 30 Day Review was issued to all Town/Village/City Clerks in 
Ulster County on February 15, 2013 to be posted in their respective municipal halls.  A 
press release regarding the Annual Additions was also sent on February 15, 2013 to 58 
newspapers, magazines, radio stations, television stations and internet publicity sites. 
The 30 Day Notice of Review was also published on the Ulster County Planning 
Department website.

During the time period of March 1 through 30, 2013, applications from 12 landowners 
were received requesting the inclusion of  19 parcels, totaling approximately 516 acres 
into three of the four existing certified agricultural districts in Ulster County.  No 
applications for Agricultural District #1 were submitted this year. Staff from the Ulster 
County Planning Dept. (UCPD) reviewed the applications for completeness, current 
agricultural district status and legal ownership.  

The applicants were notified of the date and time for a  proposed site visit.  All twelve 
sites were visited. Staff from Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) and  Ulster County 
Planning (UCPD) made site visits to applicants’ lands on May 2, 8, and15, 2013.

Applications were formally transmitted by the Legislature to the Agricultural and 
Farmland Protection Board  (AFPB) by letter on June 14, 2013.   CCE and  UCPD staff  
provided documentation of the site visits  to the AFPB at its July 11, 2013 meeting.  The 
AFPB is required to evaluate the applications as to conformance with Agriculture and 
Markets Law (AML) and make recommendations to the Ulster County Legislature. The 
AFPB after consideration of the applications in accordance with AML,  recommends the 
inclusion of 18 of the 19 parcels submitted for a total addition of 503 acres into three of 
the four Certified Agricultural Districts in Ulster County. The AFPB voted on each 
application individually.  The full report of the AFPB, actions and any correspondence it 
received is included as appendices to this report which is filed with the Clerk of the 
Legislature.  Since the Annual Inclusion program began in 2004, Ulster County has 
added 178 parcels, 6,179 acres to its Ag. Districts. 

Pursuant to the AML and Resolution 177 of the Ulster County Legislature adopted on
June 18, 2013, a Public Hearing will  be held on Tuesday, July 23, 2013 at 7:00 PM in 
the Legislative Chambers, Ulster County Office Building, 244 Fair Street, Kingston NY.
The notice of the Public Hearing was published in the Saugerties Post Star and in the 
five editions of Ulster Publishing newspapers on July 11, 2013. Municipalities 
containing lands for which inclusion was applied for were notified of the Public Hearing 
by regular e-mail on July 10, 2013.



Action Required

The Ulster County Legislature is required to adopt a resolution regarding the 
inclusion of additional lands into Agricultural Districts.  In so doing, the 
Legislature is free to accept, reject or modify the recommendations of the 
Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board.

Upon the adoption of the resolution, the Ulster County Legislature shall 
submit the resolution, the report of the AFPB, tax map ID numbers and tax 
maps for each parcel of land to be included to the Commissioner of 
Agriculture and Markets.

Within thirty days of receipt of the resolution, the Commissioner shall certify 
to the Ulster County Legislature whether the inclusion is feasible and shall 
serve the public interest by assisting in maintaining a viable agricultural 
industry within the district(s). If certified by the Commissioner, the land shall 
become part of the district(s) immediately.
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Applicant Yes No Abstention Motion Second

Ballister 10 0 0 Rodriguez Davenport
Berholz-Paternoster 10 0 0 Wegener Rodriguez
Blagbrough-Griswold 10 0 0 Rodriguez Wegener
McInerney 10 0 0 Adams Tantillo
Buffett 10 0 0 Davenport Jackson
Elliott 10 0 0 Jackson Tantillo
Murphy 10 0 0 Jackson Tantillo
Larsen 10 0 0 Doyle Wegener
Lancaster 10 0 0 Wegener Davenport
McDonough 10 0 0 Adams Tantillo
Woolsey 10 0 0 Wegener Rodriguez

Applicant Yes No Abstention Motion Second

Valenti 10 0 0 Wegener Rodriguez

Ulster County Agriculutural and 
Farmland Protection Board (AFPB)
2013 Agricultural District Inclusions Voting Results

AFPB Members present: Polly Armour, John Adams, Bruce Davenport, Dennis Doyle,
Thomas Jackson, Hector Rodriguez, Teresa Rusinek, Len Tantillo, John Valk (Chair) 

(Voting was conducted at the July 11, 2013 AFPB meeting.)
Draft meeting minutes are forthcoming.

Results of voting where a motion was made to recommend that an applicant's 
parcel not be included into an agricultural district at this time.

** ** ** ** 

Results of voting where a motion was made to recommend that an applicant's 
parcel(s) be included into an agricultural district.

and Al Wegener

** ** ** ** 




