
 
ULSTER COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL 

Council Meeting  June 4, 2003 
 

Minutes  
The meeting was held in the Ulster County Office Building 6th floor Legislature 
Chambers.  Mr. Robert Dennison, Secretary to the Council called the meeting to 
order at 3:10 pm. 
 

i. Introductory comments by Robert Dennison, Secretary/Regional Director 
NYSDOT, explaining the role of an MPO and congratulating Ulster County and 
the participants on the formation of the Ulster County Transportation Council. 

ii. Introduction of members and visitors. 
 
 
1. ROLL CALL 

Members Present: James Sottile, Robert Yerick, Gregory Helsmoortel, Frederick 
Wadnola, Gary Bellows (late), Carl R. Hornbeck (as designee for Phillip Terpening), Ward 
Todd, Cailein MacDougall NYS Thruway Authority, Robert Dennison III, NYSDOT. 
 
Members Absent:  Ray Rice 
 
Staff:  Herbert Hekler, Dennis Doyle, Jean Shanahan. 
 
Guests:  Albert Meyer, Mary Kaschel, Sandy Cozza, Robert Ritter, Mike LoBello, Michele 
Bager. 

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENTS  

No comments were received from the public. 
 

3. NEW BUSINESS 
a) Memorandum of Understanding  

Herbert Hekler, Director, Ulster County Planning Board gave a brief discussion 
of the highlights in the Memorandum and its authorizing resolution 
 
Resolution 2003-01 affirming designation of UCTC, its membership 
and authorizing establishment of a host agreement with NYSDOT. 
 
Motion:  Mr. James Sottile, Mayor 
Second: Mr. Frederick Wadnola, Supervisor 
 
Vote:         ___8__Yeas.             ___0___Nays. 
Abstentions:    None 
 
The resolution carried. 
 

b) UCTC Operating Procedures 
Mr. Hekler discussed the highlights of the Operating Procedures and the 
authorizing resolution. 
 
Mr. Dennison commented on the consensus issue that "saying no means 
explaining why." 
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Mayor Yerick raised a question regarding order that municipalities whose 
membership is on a rotating basis would serve.  Mr. Hekler explained those 
listed at the top would serve first. 
 
Resolution 2003-04 Adopting the UCTC Operating Procedures. 
 
Moved:  Mr. James Sottile, Mayor 
Second:  Mr. Frederick Wadnola, Supervisor 
 
Amendment to the main motion to provide for a change in the Operating 
Procedures to reflect that the Village of Saugerties would serve first rather 
than Hurley was made by Mr. Gregory Helsmoortel, Supervisor. 
 
Amended Motion:  Mr. Gregory Helsmoortel, Supervisor. 
Second:  Mr. James Sottile, Mayor. 
 
Vote:               8    Yeas.             0     Nays. 
Abstentions:  None 
 
The resolution carried as amended. 
 

c) Urbanized/Metropolitan Boundaries 
Mr. Hekler gave a brief overview of the process by which the Urbanized Areas 
that make up the UCTC were established.  A map of proposed “smoothed’ 
boundaries prepared by NYSDOT was presented. 
 
Refining these areas and writing an official description will be done by staff for 
approval by the Council by September.   
 
Mr. Hekler also explained that UCTC should establish the entire county as its 
planning area. 
 

d) FTA Section 5307 Funding 
Mr. Hekler highlighted the purpose of Federal Transit 5307 monies and the 
need to obtain an agreement on the split of funds between Ulster, Orange, 
and Dutchess as Transit Management Areas (TMAs) as well as between the 
City of Kingston and Ulster County, designated recipients within Ulster 
County.  Mr. Hekler explained the time constraints relative to the funding for 
TMAs and the fact that Ulster County is held harmless under the proposal 
relative to future funding.  Mr. Hekler also explained the proposed funding 
split worked out between Kingston City and the County.  Separate resolutions 
were offered for the TMA funding allocation and that between the City of 
Kingston and Ulster County 
 
Resolution 2003-02 Apportionment of the Federal Fiscal Year 2003 
Federal Transit Administration Section 5307 Capital Funds in the 
Poughkeepsie-Newburgh Transportation Management Area. 
 
Motion:  Mr. Frederick Wadnola, Supervisor. 
Second:  James Sottile, Mayor. 
 

2 



Ulster County Transportation Council 
Minutes – June 4, 2003 

Vote:              8  _ Yeas.                 0 __ Nays. 
Abstentions:  None 
 
The resolution carried. 
 
Resolution 2003-03  Distribution of Federal Fiscal Year 2003 Federal 
Transit Administration Section 5307 Capital Funds. 
 
Motion:  Mr. James Sottile, Mayor. 
Second:  Mr. Frederick Wadnola, Supervisor. 
 
Vote:             8       Yeas.           ___0      Nays. 
Abstentions:  None 
 
The resolution carried. 
 
 
 
 

4. MPO PRODUCTS 
 

a) Unified Planning Work Program 
Ms. Jean Shanahan highlighted the contents of a unified planning work 
program (UPWP).  The program, which will need Council approval, assures the 
FHWA that MPO planning requirements will be met and directs Council staff 
work activities. 
 

b) FFY 2004 TIP 
Ms. Jean Shanahan highlighted the purpose of a Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP).  NYSDOT will maintain the TIP for the MPO, but the MPO will 
be able to set funding priorities.  During the first year the MPO projects will be 
placed on the Statewide TIP and the Council will have opportunity to review 
this list. 
 

c) Long Range Transportation Plan 
Ms. Jean Shanahan highlighted the need for a Long-Range Transportation 
Plan and the requirement that UCTC will have to adopt such a plan within 
three (3) years of its formation. 
 
Mr. Dennis Doyle explained the progress on the Ulster County Transportation 
Plan and its ability to meet UCTC’s long range planning requirements. 
 

 
5. NEXT STEPS 

 
Mr. Hekler explained that the next step was the creation of a work program.  
Expected federal planning funds for this year are $277,000.  Mr. Hekler indicated 
that the County Planning Board has initiated the process of hiring a Principal 
Transportation Planner as well as a Senior Transportation Planner to support the 
Council’s functions. 
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The Council will also be asked to form working groups on various transportation 
related issues.  Mr. Hekler suggested the following groups: 

 
♦ Highways and Public Safety 
♦ Transit 
♦ Bicycle /Pedestrian Trails 
♦ Transportation and Land Use 

 
6. ADJOURN 
 

Motion:  Mr. James Sottile, Mayor 
Second:  Mr. Frederick Wadnola, Supervisor 
 
Vote:      ___9 __   Yeas.             0__  Nays. 
Abstentions:  None 
 
The motion was carried. 
The meeting adjourned at 4:30. 
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