© o0 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N NN R R R R R R R R R
O »h W N P O © © N O OO » W N B O

PUBLI C HEARI NG
2-4 Kl EFFER LANE LLC PRQJECT

Town of U ster Hall
1 Town Hall Drive
Lake Katrine, New York
July 10, 2017
7:00 P.M

Present:

RANDALL LEVERETTE, Treasurer |DA
A. JOSEPH SCOTIT, ESQ | DA Counsel
JOHN MORROW Vi ce Chairman | DA
EVELYN HEI NBACH, UC EDA
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MR LEVERETTE: Good eveni ng,
everyone. Please rise for the Pl edge
of All egi ance.

(WHEREUPON t he Pl edge of
Al |l egi ance was recited.)

MR, LEVERETTE: The M ssion
St atenent of the Agency is the
follow ng: The M ssion of the U ster
County I ndustrial Devel opnent Agency is
to advance the job opportunities,
general prosperity and long tine
economc vitality of U ster County
residents by targeting tax incentives,
bonds and ot her assi stance, to foster
creation and attraction of new
busi nesses and the retenti on and
expansi on of existing businesses.

Before we begin, | would like to
i ntroduce ot her nenbers present
representing the Agency and the Ul ster
County Governnent. To ny imedi ate
right is Joe Scott, Agency counsel. To
his right is John Morrow, Vice Chairman

of the IDA. And to his right is Evelyn
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Hei nbach, who is representing the
Econom ¢ Devel opnent Agency for U ster
county.

For safety precautions, make sure
you recogni ze the exits. There is one
there and there is one to the back, so
in case of energency, you know where to
go. And would you al so, pl ease,
sil ence your phones.

My nane is Randall Leverette, and
I am a nenber of the board and
treasurer of the U ster County
I ndustri al Devel opnent Agency (the
"Agency"). In connection wth the
project that is subject of this public
hearing, today we are holding this
public hearing to allow citizens to
make a statenent for the record
relating to the invol venent of the
Agency with a project, the proposed
project, for the benefit of 2-4 Kieffer
Lane, L.L.C., alimted liability
conpany. Pl ease note that this public

hearing is the second public hearing
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hel d by the Agency in connection wth
matters involving the conpany. The
first public hearing was held on May 4,
2017. Since the May public hearing,
t he conpany has revised the description
of its proposed project and filed a new
applicati on. Copi es of the new
application are avail able on the
Agency's website. At the June neeting
of the Agency, the Agency determ ned to
hol d anot her public hearing for the
proposed project as anended.

The proposed project now consi sts
of the foll ow ng:

A. The acquisition and
installation of certain machinery,
equi pnent, cranes, including tower
cranes, and rel ated construction
equi pnent and ot her personnel property,
(collectively, the "Equi pnent"), to be
| ocated in and adj acent to an
approxi mately 38, 000 square foot
building (the "Facility"), |ocated on

an approximately 4.2 acre parcel of the
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| and, | ocated at 2-4 Kieffer Lane, tax
map 48.66-2-2.100 in the Town of

U ster, U ster County, New York (the
"Land"). Said facility to be used as a
mai nt enance and storage facility of
tower and nobile cranes. The |and, the
facility and the equi pnent bei ng
collectively referred to as the Project
Facility.

B. The granting of financial
assi stance within the nmeani ng of
Section 84-14 of the Act with respect
to the foregoing, including potenti al
exenptions fromcertain sales and use
taxes. The Fi nanci al Assi stance.

And C. The |l ease with an
obligation to purchase for the sal e of
Project Facility to the conpany or such
ot her person as may be desi gnated by
t he conpany and agreed upon by the
Agency.

Pl ease note that the financi al
assi stance bei ng considered by the

Agency for the proposed project is
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limted to the exenption from New York
State sal es and use taxes on the

acqui sition of the equi pnent. There is
no exception fromthe nortgage
recording tax or real property tax
bei ng considered for this proposed

pr oj ect .

W intend to provide general
informati on on the Agency's gener al
aut hority and public purpose to provide
assistance to this project. We w ||
then open the comment period to receive
comments fromall present who w sh to
comment on either proposed project or
the financial assi stance contenpl at ed
by the Agency with respect to the
pr oposed proj ect.

Legal aut hori zation and powers of
the Agency: The provisions of Chapter
1030 of Laws of 1969 of New York
constituting Title 1 of Article 18A,
the General Municipal Law, Chap 24, the
Consol i dated Laws of New York as

Anended, and Chapter 787 of the 1976
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Laws of New York as Anmended,
constituting Section 923 of said
CGeneral Munici pal Law (collectively,
the "Act"), authorize the Agency to
pronot e, devel op, encourage and assi st
in the acquiring, construction,
reconstruction, inproving, naintaining,
equi ppi ng and furni shing of
manuf act uri ng, war ehousi ng, research,
commerci al and industrial facilities,
anong ot hers.

Pur pose of this public hearing:
Pursuant to Section 859-A2 of the
CGCeneral Municipal Law of the State of
New York (the "Act"), prior to the
Agency providing any financi al
assi stance as defined in the Act of
nmore than $100, 000 to any project, the
Agency, anong ot her things, nust hold a
public hearing pursuant to Secti on 859A
of the Act with respect to said
project. Since the proposed financi al
assi stance to be provided by the Agency

with respect to the proposed project

SMI Court Reporting (845) 452-1988



© o0 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N NN R R R R R R R R R
O »h W N P O © © N O OO » W N B O

PROCEEDI NGS

may exceed $100, 000, then prior to
provi di ng any financi al assistance as
defined in the Act of nore than

$100, 000 of the proposed project, the
Agency nust hold a public hearing on
the nature and | ocati on of the proposed
project facility and the proposed

fi nanci al assistance to be provided by
the Agency with respect to the proposed
pr oj ect .

By way of background, notice of
this public hearing was published on
June 29, 2017 and in the Al manac Wekly
and t he Shawangunk Journal, each being
newspapers of general circulation
avai |l able to the residents of the Town
of Uster, U ster County, New YorKk. I n
addition, as required by New York | aw,
the notice of this public hearing was
mai | ed on June 27th to the Town of
U ster, the Uster County Executi ve,
the Kingston School District and the
Chai rman of the U ster County

Legi sl at ure. Lastly, copies of the
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public hearing were posted on June 27,
2017 on the bulletin board | ocated at
the Town of U ster Hall, 1 Town Hall
Drive, Lake Katrine, in the Town of
U ster, Uster County, New York, and
posted on June 27, 2017 on the Agency's
website. Copies of the notice of this
public hearing are avail able on the
t abl e.

Now unl ess there is any objection,
" m going to suggest waiving a full
readi ng of the notice of this public
heari ng and request that the full text
of the notice of this public hearing be
inserted into the record of this public
heari ng.

(WHEREUPON t he Notice of Public
Heari ng was inserted into the record.)

The comments received today w ||
be presented to the nenbers of the
Agency at or prior to the neeting at
whi ch the nenbers of the Agency wl |
consi der whether to approve the

undert aki ng of the proposed project by
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the Agency and the granting of any
fi nancial by the Agency of any
financi al assistance in excess of
$100, 000 with respect to the proposed
project. The Agency currently intends
to consi der the proposed project at the
meeting of the Agency to be held on
August 29, 2017. This neeting, |ike
all neetings of the Agency, is open to
t he public.

The notice of this public hearing
I ndicated that witten conments coul d
be addressed to Suzanne Holt, the
D rector of Econom c Devel opnent of the
Agency. Witten comments have been
recei ved by the Agency prior to this
publ i ¢ heari ng.

I wll now introduce Tinothy
McCol gan, who i s appearing on behal f of
t he conpany, who will describe the
proposed project in further detail.

MR, MCCOLGAN: Thank you very
much. M. Chairman, M. Scott, M.

Morrow, nenbers of the board. As you
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had i ndi cated, our original application
has been anended to renove al
references to nobile cranes. And the
reason for that is that tower cranes
are noved to a worksite on a series of
trucks and assenbled on site with forty
or nore trucks needed for a very | arge
pi ece of equipnent. Tower cranes are
used in building construction,
particularly for high rise buildings
because they can be junped or lifted
hi gher to enhance their |ifting hei ght
beyond t he boom capacity, a feature not
avai |l able with nobile cranes. They are
al so used in infrastructure projects,
such as bridges, roads and power
pl ant s. In addition to the extra
hei ght, tower cranes can operate in a
tightly confined area and provide a
| arger picking radius than nobile
cranes, allowing themto nove nmaterials
froma greater range of | ocations.

The busi ness purpose of the

applicant is to provide the operation
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and | ease and contracti ng of nodern,
heavy tower cranes that neet capacity
criteria and specifications. The
region will be from New York State to
Buffalo, with our nmain office and crane
term nal based at 2-4 Kieffer Lane,

Ki ngston, New York. The projects in

t he pi peline include new buil di ng
construction in New York G ty,
interstate highway i nfrastructure,

New York State Thruway and bri dges, the
MTA, railroad, private comercial,
heavy i ndustrial work, including the
erection of steel and precast plank

col ums, girders and roadways.

The applicant began his career in
cranes at the age of 18, when he | eft
U ster County to go to New York City to
become a mlIlwight machi nery erector
apprentice, which invol ves heavy
transport, crane and riggi ng
oper ati ons. In the md 90s, M.

Auri nger got involved in crane

operation and received his naster

SMI Court Reporting (845) 452-1988
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rigger's license and his New York City
hoi st nmachi ne operator's Cl ass B
unlimted |license in the year 2000.
The applicant began his own busi ness
and has since becone the | argest open
shop crane conpany in the Cty of New
York. Wil e expanding his business in
New York City, M. Auringer in 2003
devel oped and began Urban Precast,
L.L.C., located at 6 Kieffer Lane,
Ki ngston, New York. WUban Precast is a
manuf acturing facility naking precast
pl ank for buildings largely |located in
New York City. Wien MIIl and Steel put
their property up for sale, M.
Auri nger saw an opportunity. M1l and
Steel was | ocated at 2-4 Kieffer Lane,
directly adjoining the Urban Precast
property. M. Auringer gave an offer,
whi ch was accepted, and he purchased
t he property.

Wiile the MIIl and Steel
transacti on was unfol ding, M. Auringer

submtted site plans for a 63, 000
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square foot steel fabrication facility
in the Town of Newburgh. This steel
fabrication plant wwll, simlar to the
concrete manufacturing plant here in
the Town of U ster, feed the
construction and erection of new
buildings in the Gty of New York.
That facility wll also be engaged in
contract work with interstate hi ghway,
the New York State Thruway Authority,
MTA, bridge and tunnel infrastructure
projects. This wll also include
contracting with the federal governnent
and any private commerci al heavy

i ndustrial projects. M. Auri nger,

i kewi se, has submtted a site plan in
the Gty of Port Jervis for two 30, 000
square foot transfer stations for the
renoval and separation of new
construction deno within the Cty of
New York and the deno with

i nfrastructure and hi ghway and bri dge
projects within the Cty and the State
of New YorKk.
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Also at the Port Jervis facility
wll be a 62,000 square feet structural
steel fabrication facility, simlar to
the facility in the Town of Newburgh.
You w Il be happy to know that the
Orange County I ndustrial Devel opnent
Agency has approved our | DA benefits.
You woul d |Ii kew se be happy to know
that the Gty of Port Jervis | DA has
approved our benefits. The structural
steel fabrication facilities and the
hi gh vol une of upcom ng heavy
transport, crane rigging,
infrastructure work from New York City
to Buffalo, will feed the denmand the
and need for tower cranes.

Thank you very nuch.

MR, LEVERETTE: Thank you. M.
McCol gan, nenbers of the Agency had a
nunber of questions based in part on
their review of materials submtted to
t he agency by the conpany, and in part
on coments that the agency has

received fromother parties. The

SMI Court Reporting (845) 452-1988
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agency intends to present its questions
to the conpany at this public hearing
in order to make both the questi ons and
t he responses part of the public
record. The agency counsel wll now
present the questions to the conpany.

MR SCOIT: Thank you, Randall .

So M. McColgan, as | indicated to
you earlier, that we would be posing
the questions to you with respect to
the application, and witten comments
recei ved fromcertain outside groups,
and al so sone questions fromthe | DA
menbers based on their review of the
application. And | understand, you
made arrangenents to have the conpany's
out si de counsel appear tonight in case
there are any questi ons?

VMR MCCOLGAN: May | i ntroduce
Kevin Nash? He is our trial counsel in
New York Cty. He will be assisting
tonight with any questi ons you nay
have. Thank you very nuch.

MR SCOTIT: Thank you. W will

SMI Court Reporting (845) 452-1988
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start with the application. Page two
of the application has sone background
questions regardi ng the conpany. There
are gquestions regardi ng whet her the
conmpany or managenent of the conpany is
now a plaintiff or defendant in any
civil or crimnal litigation. You
checked the box No. W have received
comment s about prior actions with
respect to possible litigation and
resolution of that litigation, and
maybe you can go i nto sone expl anati on
as to sone of the background history.

MR MCCOLGAN: Well, at the outset
I can tell you that 2-4 Kieffer Lane,
L.L.C. and U.S. Crane and Ri gging,
L.L.C. were forned this year, and to
date there are no actions, crimnal or
ot herwi se, in connection to those
entities.

MR SCOTT: Thank you. And then
wth respect to the nanagenent of the
conmpany, because the question al so

refers to the managenent of the

SMI Court Reporting (845) 452-1988
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conpany, so prior entities that
managenent was i nvolved in, had an
ownership interest in. W have
received nmaterials --

MR MCCOLGAN: I don't nean to
I nterrupt. But, you know, M. Auringer
has been operating in the Cty of New
York for thirty years. He has been a
part of erecting close to 1, 000
structures in the Gty of New York. At
the current nonent, between all his
entities, he probably enpl oys about 250
peopl e. In that tinme, yes, there has
been litigation. Most of the
litigation, | would say 90 percent of
it, is covered by insurance where we
wll receive a notice of an accident.
It wll be turned over to the insurance
conpany - -

MR, SCOIT: Personal injury
matters?

MR, MCCOLGAN:. Yes, personal
injury matters. There have been two,

as | recall, FSLA actions, both of

SMI Court Reporting (845) 452-1988
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whi ch were settled very favorably to

t he conpany. There has been one
discrimnation matter, which has al so
been settled. And | would like M.
Nash to cone up at this point, because
he was the trial counsel on two FSLA
matters and al so the discrimnation
matter.

MR, NASH: If I can just give you
sone background of the nature of the
litigations, | think that woul d be
hel pful to understand the context. I
think it would be hel pful to understand
the issues involved. M. Auringer's
conmpani es have been non-uni on
constructi on conpani es for many years.
They started off small. They devel oped
over tinme and they have becone a
conpetitive force in the Cty of New
York. As a non-uni on conpany, he has
run into | oggerheads with certain union
affiliations. There is conpetition
anong uni on and non-uni on conpani es.

And t he uni on ani mus towards M.

SMI Court Reporting (845) 452-1988
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Auringer has nanifested itself in nmany
ways. And one of the ways it

mani fested itself is in the instigation
of certain litigation filed agai nst the
company which was driven in | arge
measure by use uni on ani nus. | am
going to refer to two nmjor actions
that | handl ed personally. They were
two federal actions in the federal
courts in Brooklyn. One of themis an
action call ed Rosado versus New York
Hoi st, etc. The case nunber in that
action is 13-ClV-3469. Now, the Rosado
case is a very, very interesting case.
It has to do with rights and
obligati ons under the federal Portal to
Portal Act. It is a very technical
statute, but in essence, there was an
issue with the fact that M. Auringer's
enpl oyees congregated at a yard in

Br ookl yn. And t hey congregat ed about

6: 00 o'clock in the norning. And those
enpl oyees, for the nost part, were

driven by M. Auringer's vehicles to
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various job sites to performtheir work
t hroughout the Gty of New York. Many
of those enpl oyees and workers di d not
have access to their own

transportati on. Public transportation
was not very conducive. As an
accommodati on to his enpl oyees, M.

Auri nger had these enpl oyees driven
over to various job sites and they
woul d report about 6:00 o'clock in the
nmorni ng and they would get to the job
sites between 6: 00 and 7:00, and they
woul d start their day at 7:00 o' clock
in the norning. So the issue that was
before the court was under the Port al
to Portal Act, whether or not the tine
that the enpl oyees spent at the yard
and in the trucks going to construction
sites, whether that was part of their
regul ar course of business they were
conpensated for or was it prelimnary
activities in contenplation of starting
t heir wor kday. It is a very technical

i ssue under the federal statutes. We

SMI Court Reporting (845) 452-1988
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-- the case was filed before the
federal court. It was handl ed by

Magi strate Gold. There was several
mllion dollars potentially involved in
the case, because there was between
forty to sixty people that were

i nvol ved over many, nmany years' tine.

| settled that case, pursuant to a
settlenment, really under the Portal to
Portal Act, for a total of $500, 000.
One third of that $500, 000 was
attorneys' fees that are all ocated
under the federal statutes, and the
bal ance went to dozens of enpl oyees
that received collective action in
class certification in the context of
t he acti on. It was settled very
favorably. The potential exposure was
several mllion dollars. I nt eresting,
during the pendency of that case, the
Suprene Court of the United States
ruled on a Portal to Portal Act that
was favorable to the enpl oyer that was

used to help us receive a favorable

SMI Court Reporting (845) 452-1988
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settlenment. That settl enent was done
based upon no adm ssi on of w ongdoi ng,
no adm ssion of liability. It was
strictly an econom c decision. W are
in the Federal court. There is a | ot
of expenses in federal litigation. I
thi nk the nagi strate was favorably

i npressed with our position. And the
settl enent denands went down from $1.8
mllion dollars to five hundred. W
settled that over a year or two years
ago. That settlenent has been fully

f unded.

Now sone of those people involved
in that Portal to Portal Act were union
synpat hi zers and they were instigated
by the union. Neverthel ess, we handl ed
it very favorably for the conpany, and
we brought for the record a copy of the
actual settl enent agreenent and rel ease
that was entered on the docket on My
27, 2015. And | can report that this
settl ement has been i npl enent ed. It

ki nd of speaks for itself in the sense
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that it tal ks about no adm ssi on of
liability and all the procedures
involved in the settlenent, and it | ays
out the financial terns of the
settlenment. The runor that M.
Auringer's conpanies are guilty of wage
theft is sinply not accurate. There
was never wage theft involved in this
case. It was a very technical issue.
Not the first conmpany to have this type
of issue. That basic transportation of
peopl e for that one hour period -- they
are not working but they are on their
way to work -- it is covered by a
special federal statute and it is a
very technical issue as to the
preparation, in preparation of doing
wor k and how that is treated under

f ederal gui del i nes. | think we settled
that very favorably. And | have that
for the panel. A copy of this | would
like to put into the record, the

settl ement agreenent that was entered

and approved by the court. If I could
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approach?

MR LEVERETTE: You do not have to
ask.

MR NASH: But | will and | did.

( WHEREUPON docunent was provi ded.)

MR NASH. The second action,
again, is an inportant action because |
think it is has been exaggerated and I
wll leave it at that. That's the
action that LaFonda Brown fil ed agai nst
the conpany all eging certain
di scrim nati on agai nst wonen in the
wor kpl ace. And that action was fil ed
first wwth EEOCC and then it was fil ed
in the federal court in Brooklyn. That
action was also settled on a very
favorabl e basis. Wen | say favorable,
t he conpany again, w thout an adm ssion
of liability, settled that case for
$25, 000 i ncluding attorneys' fees. And
has al so consummated that settl enent.
That settlenent was consunmmated in
Sept enber of 2016, and we will hand up

the settl enent agreenent. Essentially,

SMI Court Reporting (845) 452-1988
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there was issues over certain

al |l egations of discrimnation, but at
the end of the day we had a very
favorabl e settlenment. There was no
adm ssion of liability, and the anounts
i nvol ved were settled for very, very
nodest anounts of noney. It was done
under the auspices of E. E O C., who
signed off on the settl enent agreenent.
And we were able to not only settle
that case, but we have fully funded
that case. There has been no foll owp
al | egati ons concerni ng the Brown
matter. There was a personal injury
case that there was a problem | think
she was injured on the job with an eye
injury that was handl ed by insurance.
And that was resolved as well by the

I Nsurance conpany. So there has been a
| ot to say about the LaFonda Brown

al | egati ons. I think for the nost part
t hey have been exaggerated, but the
bottomline here on this one is that

this has been resolved to the
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satisfaction of both Ms. Brown, her
attorneys and the EE OC So | would
li ke to hand up for the record, and I
think it is inportant to note in the
record a couple of things. Under the
agreenent we signed with E.E. O C., the
entire matter was supposed to renain
confidential. And the fact that we are
tal king about it in the context here
means there has been a violation of the
confidentiality provisions. I " m not
standi ng on cerenony. I "' m proud of the
fact that we achi eved a favorable

settl ement. But it is disheartening
fromthe conpany's perspective that
issues |like this, which are not out of
the ordi nary course of business when
you were dealing with conpanies of this
nature where you have different types
of enpl oynent practices, you are going
to have, fromtinme to tine, certain

i ssues dealing with enpl oyee personnel
matters. But we handled it very

prof essionally, we handled it very
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competently, and it was handled in a
way that it was favorable both to the
company and satisfactory to Ms. Brown.
And it was supposed to renain
confidential within the confines of the
E.E.O C., but for sone reason the union
has nade a cause cel ebre out of this
matter, have exagger ated what was
involved. And | think has unfairly
attacked the conpany. So for the
record, I want to offer into Evidence

t he actual agreenent, the conciliation

agr eenent . Did not even get to a
federal | awsuit. It was done on a
conciliation agreenent. And | would

like to put that into the record, and I
would also like to put into the record
and hi ghlight for the record that the
agreenent and the nature of the
compl ai nt was supposed to be
confidential and it was not. I n any
event, it is for the record, and | also
have copi es of the paynents that were

nmade to Ms. Brown with all the
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perti nent i nfornmaton.

(WHEREUPON t he docunent was
provi ded.)

MR NASH: And | do think it is
worth noting that the conpany has cone
a long way in terns of establishing a
very strong basis in the construction
field. | personally becane invol ved
wth the Auringer famly back in 2005.
| put certain of the conpany through a
Chapter 11 proceedi ng that was dealt
with very favorably, again, before the
bankruptcy court in the Eastern
D strict of New York before Judge
Feller. The reason | nention that, the
interesting issue in that case was
there was this union claimof nore than
$12 mllion dollars based upon
al |l egati ons of successful liability for
certain pension benefits and pension
contri butions. | think it should be
noted for the record that that claim
was resolved in the bankruptcy court

for about $1, 250,000, approximtely ten
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cents on the doll ar. It was done very
successfully. W confirmed a plan of
reorgani zation. All creditors got
pai d. The conpany self funded. I
think it is inportant to note that the
company self funded their Chapter 11.
That neans that through their continued
operations in Chapter 11 they generated
a great deal of profit and they were
abl e pay off not only the union
obligation, certain trade debt and
certain tax obligations, they did it on
their own. They did it the old
fashi oned way. They did not go out to
banks, they did not sell assets. They
earned t hat noney, generated that
noney, over a period of several years.
And | think they perfornmed admrably in
t he Chapter 11.

After they got out of Chapter 11,
t he conpany has continued on and it
expanded in their construction
i ndustry. And right now, quite

frankly, they are a | eadi ng, | eading
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construction conpany in New York Cty
on a non-union basis. And they are
very successful. They have roots. I
know for a fact that the Auringers have
roots in Uster County. They grew up
in this area and they have strong
affiliations with the area. And a good
part of their business is still
centered right in this area. But t hey
do operate very strongly in New York
Cty, and they are a successful, well
managed conpany. If you look on it in
its entirety, | have been dealing wth
the Auringers for nore than ten years.
And the litigation, given a
construction conpany, is relatively
benign in the sense that we deal wth
things that crop up, we answer any
al | egati ons, and we have had success in
resol ving these | egal i ssues.

So | don't want it to be | ooked in
the pejorative that there were two
| awsuits. There were. Lawsuits are

part of the fabric of Anerica. But it
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is how you handle a |l awsuit, the
results of the lawsuit, and what
happens in the aftermath. So | think
the union has unfairly portrayed M.
Auringer in various aspects of these
litigations, and | hope the record is
clear that both cases were settled very
favorably to the conpany.

M5. SCOITT: | need to go on to ny
next question. Are you finished?

MR. NASH: Yes.

MR SCOITT: Do you want to add?

MR MCCOLGAN: Just a little bit
to add. That is in connection to --
much has been made of Ms. Brown's
injuries and |lack of training and the
things that you find in that handbill.
I would |ike to submt as evidence a
Stipulation of D scontinuance in the
settl ement agreenment w thout adm ssion
of liability of behalf of nmy client, in
addition to the training receipts that
Ms. Brown received while working at our

conpany. So | would |ike to submt
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that as evidence and controverting the
odi ous statenments made wthin the
handbi I | .

(WHEREUPON t he docunent was
provi ded.)

MR MCCOLGAN: Again, and this is
signed off nmy Ms. Brown. No adm ssi on
of liability on behalf the conpany. In
addition to that, M. Chairman, | would
li ke to submit The Order and Fi nal
Decree closing the Chapter 11 cases.
Again, that it is sonething we did wth
our own sweat. In addition to that, a
letter from our accountant indicating
that at present all our tax obligations
are current. | have attached for your
review a copy of all the tax bills that
were at issue in the bankruptcy
proceeding. They are all paid in full.
My client currently has zero tax
liability in that they have all been
pai d.

( WHEREUPON docunents were

provi ded.)
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MR SCOITT: CGetting back to ny
i st of questions, question nunber
three in the application: Has any
person |isted above ever been convicted
of a crimnal offense other than a
m nor traffic violation? And the
listed party is M. Auringer as the
owner of the project applicant. So the
question is related to M. Auringer,
and | ampassing it on to the --

MR NASH. The answer is no.

MR MCCOLGAN: And | have a
fingerprint printout fromthe FBI. I n
addition, a fingerprint printout from
the O fice of Court adm nistration for
the State, indicating that M. Auringer
has never been convicted of a felony.
In fact, there is no record of any
crime in connection with M. Auri nger.

(WHEREUPON t he docunent was
provi ded.)

MR. NASH: I would just like to
try to answer the subtext of what the

union is referencing and put it in
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cont ext .

MR, SCOIT: I f you would not m nd.

MR, NASH: Sur e.

MR SCOTT: And nmaybe you coul d
just describe that to the group.

MR NASH. About 20 years ago, M.
Auri nger was an enpl oyee of a conpany
cal |l ed Cavalier Construction. Cavalier
Construction -- he was not an officer
or an owner. He was an enpl oyee of a
conmpany call ed Cavalier.

MR SCOITT: He was not president
of Cavalier?

MR NASH No. He was not a
shar ehol der. | don't know if he was
not an officer, what his position was,
but he was not a sharehol der or owner.

MR SCOTT: Not an owner ?

MR, NASH: Right. And Cavalier
Construction was on a job where they
had an i ssue over prevailing wages in
ternms of paynent of prevailing wages.
And there was a resolution reached with

Caval i er that Cavali er would not be
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i nvolved in public contracts for a
period of five years. And there was,
on a corporate level only -- and this
is nore than twenty years ago -- |
think there was a reporting issue that
Cavalier pleaded guilty to that did not
i nvol ve M. Auringer personally.
Certainly, he did not plead guilty to
anyt hi ng. He was never inplicated in

t hat . He was an enpl oyee of a conpany
that had an issue over a prevailing
wage claim They sat out their five
years. Caval i er has not been in

busi ness for nmany, many years since
that tine. They happened to be

i nvolved in the Chapter 11 case, and
that issue really never even arose at
that point. So we have confirned,

t hough, for the board that M.
Auringer, despite the runor, the

i nnuendo, the specul ati on, has never
been arrested. He certainly never been
convicted. He has a clean record. And

I think he has been unfairly portrayed
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as a central person in the Cavalier
matter, and that sinmply is not
accur at e.

MR, SCOIT: Last question with
respect to the background of the
conpany and M. Auringer. The question
relates to -- the question is question
No. 4 in the application. Has any
person |isted above or any concern with
whom such person has been connected
ever been in receivership or been
adj udi cat ed bankrupt ?

MR NASH. Yes. | kind of alluded
to that. The predecessor conpani es
back in 2005 -- that's how | got
involved -- filed a series of Chapter
11 cases, and we have given you the
docunentation on that. They were
confirmed in the bankruptcy court in
2010, nore than seven years ago. They
wer e successfully confirnmed. They
operated as debtor in possession for a
period of four or five years' tine, and

they were able to generate nonies to
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effectively self fund their way through
Chapter 11.

MR SCOTT: Wuld it be your
position, and maybe you need to talk to
M. MCol gan off the record, but should
we change the answer to question No. 4,
M. MColgan? Do we need to nodify
t hat ?

MR MCCOLGAN: Well, the reason
why | answered in the negative is
because of the decree in the bankruptcy
court closing the cases. So in other
words, the reason why | answered it
that way -- and I am not a bankruptcy
specialist -- but the Order and Decree
cl osing the cases as ny client having
fulfilled all the obligations. I f you
mean ever involved in, then yes, |

woul d need to make an anendnent to the

appli cati on. | certainly wasn't trying
to -- we submtted the bankruptcy
papers --

MR SCOIT: It is a matter of

publ i ¢ record.
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MR, MCCOLGAN: It is not as if --
It is also on the ECF system

MR, NASH: It is certainly not an
ongoi ng. It is a historical situation.
Not t hese conpani es per se. They are
pr edecessor conpani es, and they were

i nvolved in a Chapter 11 between 2005

and 2010.
MR SCOIT: I will review that and
I wll get back to you.

MR NASH. W gave you the order
of final decree. These certainly are
not ongoi ng bankruptcies. They have
been | ong, | ong, |ong adjudicated and
t hey have been fully consunmmat ed. I f 1
could just explain, the final decree is
an i nportant docunent. That neans t hat
the plan that the conpanies filed and
had confirmed was fully consummat ed.
That nmeans all creditors got paid.

That neans the case is over, and that
order was entered in 2010. And | think
it is there. I have ot her copies for

you. | have the two orders, if |I could
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just hand up, and | could wal k you
t hrough what the orders nean.

( WHEREUPON docunents were
presented.)

MR SCOITT: I would like to junp
to the | ast page, M. MCol gan. The
corporate structure of the conpany.
According to naterials that we are
getting, there are apparently sone
conpani es that were not |isted on that
corporate structure. | am readi ng now
Pl ank Servi ces, SSD Hoi st,

Superstructures Crane Rentals, Urban

Er ect ors.
MR MCCOLGAN: Well, if you | ook
at the -- you should -- Urban Erectors

certainly was on the flow chart that

was submtted to you.

MR, SCOIT: | see the Erection --
sorry. | see the erection conpani es.
MR MCCOLGAN: Well, it is no

| onger in operation, but if we could
| ook at the question. Wat nunber was

t he question? Wat page was it on?
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MR SCOIT: dve ne a second.
Page one. Typed page one. And
question No. 2, under A. And you i st
a flow chart there. And again, we are
sinply doi ng our due diligence.

MR, MCCOLGAN: I under st and.
Those conpanies are no |onger in
operation. So if | answered a m st ake,
it is only because | assuned it was
conpani es that were in operation.

MR SCOTIT: Yes. W only want
currently operating conpani es.

MR, MCCOLGAN: So that's why that
conmpany and the other conpani es you
menti oned were not listed. SSD Hoi st,
Super structure, Urban Erectors and New
York Pl ank Services are no |longer in
oper ati on.

MR SCOTT: That gives us the
background. Thank you.

So | amnow going to go to nore --
| ess |l egal oriented but nore physical
pl ant oriented questions wth respect

to the project.
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MR MCCOLGAN: Sure.

MR SCOTT: Just by way of
background, we understand -- not only
do we understand, we know that the
description of the project has changed
fromacquiring nobile cranes to tower
cranes.

MR MCCOLGAN: Yes.

MR SCOITT: Can you give us a
little detail about the size of the
bui | di ngs that are constructed using
power cranes? 1|Is there a range? |Is
t here an upper range, | ower range?

MR MCCOLGAN: Well, | think we
can work on buil di ngs anywhere from
eight to forty --

MR, AURI NGER: We are building the
hi ghest buildings in New York Cty.

MR, MCCOLGAN: Ei ghty?

MR, AURI NCER: Goi ng up 1,400 feet
up.

MR, MCCOLGAN: By the way, this is
M. Thomas Auringer. He is the sole

menber of both applicants. So when it
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cones to the construction, technical
side, | would refer to M. Auringer.

THE CHAI RVAN: I understand. And
in the interest of accuracy | woul d
W sh you to do that.

MR SCOTT: The next question, we
have anal yzed at a very high | evel the
retail issue with respect to this
potential project, proposed project.
And you had indicated a 50 percent
| evel of potential custoners com ng on
site to do business. Can you give us a
little bit nore detail about that?
WIl they be governnental entities
| ooki ng for your services, private
contractors?

MR MR MCCOLGAN: Absol utely.

MR, SCOIT: Can you give us a...

MR MCCOLGAN: Wwell, | nean,
obvi ously, we have since -- we re- --
sort of rehabbed the MII and Steel
building to create a conference room
etc. And in that conference room we

wi Il be signing contracts, negotiating
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wi th any nunber of entities,
governnmental or otherw se, about our
work. So clearly we needed to have
that option in the application for us
to be able to do that. And to be
frank, yes, there will be people on our
property comng in to negotiate
contracts, governnental or otherw se.

MR SCOTT: Wth respect to the
tower cranes thenselves, how | ong are
they on site?

MR AURI NGER: It could be
anywhere froma year. Six nonths to
five years.

MR, SCOIT: Dependi ng on - -

MR AURI NGER: And not just the
city. Anywhere up to Buffalo. W plan
on doi ng bridge repl acenents and
putting tower cranes on the side of the
hi ghway.

MR SCOIT: The short answer is
that it would depend on the
construction schedul e of the particul ar

bui |l di ng, how | ong the tower --
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MR, AURI NCER: Correct. And the
nature of the job.

MR SCOIT: And the nature of the
j ob.

MR, CHAI RVAN: Pl ease keep your
comments to yoursel ves.

MR, SCOIT: I n your application
and in your presentation, you talked
about the usage for tower cranes
bet ween New York City and Buffal o.

MR MCCOLGAN: What is the
expectation for U ster County itself
do? You see any use for the tower
cranes for projects located in U ster
County?

MR, MCCOLGAN: Wll, ny answer to
that woul d be infrastructure. Bri dges,
etc., that would need our cranes and
woul d need our specialization. As I
i ndicated when | first net with the
board, the infrastructure in the State
of New York is a disaster. And we are
t al ki ng about bridges, roads, power

l'i nes, trains, anything that woul d need
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to be noved by a | arge tower crane. So
t he questions are kind of open ended
and | amtrying to answer them the best
I can. Large arenas. Anything that
plans to cone to U ster County of a
| arge size would be handl ed by --

MR, AURI NGER: Sewage treat nent
pl ant s.

MR, MCCOLGAN: Sewage treat nent
pl ant s. That's just off the top of ny
head.

MR SCOITT: Okay. Once erected at
a site, if sonething goes wong with a
tower crane, what's the next step? |Is
the tower crane di smantl ed and brought
back to U ster County for repair or
rework, or do people go on site to, you
know, workers go on site to do repair
wor k?

MR MCCOLGAN: Well, depends --
l"msorry.

MR SCOTT: And where do you
expect the workers to cone fronf? You

had tal ked about the workers that are
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going to be located in U ster County
MR, MCCOLGAN: Right. Well, ny
under st andi ng of the I DA auditing
process, is that when we receive sal es
and use tax exenption, we are required
to, that is, in connection with the
nunber of enployee we |isted on the
cat egorical page, we are required to
hire fromU ster County and the five
surroundi ng counties. So those jobs
will be filled by individuals from
U ster County and the five surroundi ng
counties, if I"mquoting the rule
correctly. That is just fromthe top
of ny head. Because | know that the
| DA has auditors, and they are going to
conme on site and they are going to see
who we have wor ki ng, how nmuch they are
being paid. And I know it is a
ri gorous process. |In connection to
what' s happeni ng out of county, when
you tal k about sonething that occurs
wth a crane, it depends what it is.

You can have an i nspector stop work at
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a job for sonething mnimal that can be
fixed on site, and then he wll [Iift
the stop work order. O you can have
sonet hi ng nore serious where the crane
has to be renoved. And | would i magine
the crane would be renoved to U ster
County and repl aced, because that is
not sonet hi ng that happens often. I
don't know that it has ever happened

wi th our conpany. Most of the probl ens

you have with cranes, the inspector

will cone along, give a stop work
order, you will fix it, they will lift
t he stop work order. | don't know if

it answers your question. Wuld it be
renoved to the Orange (sic) County?
guess if it was a large problemit
woul d have to be, but that's not
sonething in ny ten years working with
this conpany that | ever experienced.

MR SCOITT: Ckay.

MR AURINGER: So to add to that,
each particular tower crane has up to

6,200 tractor trailer | oads of
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conponents that have to be inspected,
mai nt enance, redone, trucking. And
there is a lot of enploynent for U ster
County to house and store and nai ntain
the equi pnrent. And the tower crane
conti nuously get junked, erected,
dismantl ed. And then they get rotated.
And then during every rotation, all the
equi pnent has to return to 2-4 Kieffer
Lane, has to undergo third party
engi neering inspection thoroughly prior
to them being erected again. So there
is tons of work here. And not only
t hat . US GCane is in the process of
starting their apprenticeship program
And the applicationis, if it is not in
already, it is going in by the end of
this week to the State to get approval
for our program

MR, MCCOLGAN: To bring people in
for apprentices, to teach them how to
wor K. But | thought that the question
is whether there was a problemw th the

tower crane. The bigger picture is
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that each tine you take a crane down it
has to be recertified. So has to be
brought back to 2-4 Kieffer Lane for a
third party to cone in and recertify
that crane so that it can go out to
another job. That is standard
operati ng procedure asi de from whet her
there is a nechanical issue on the job.

MR, SCOIT: So getting back to the
application, sone of the details of the
applicati on. On page 9 of the
application, page nunber 9 you, |i st
US. Crane, L.L.C., and you list them
as located in Freeport. I s that where
that particular L.L.C. is set up?

MR MCCOLGAN: Actually, | would
have to have -- | may have nade a
m stake there. | believe the 180
Mei ster Boul evard we were using in the
formati on phase, but | believe that's
ei t her been anended or it has been
changed to 2-4 Kieffer Lane.

MR SCOITT: Okay. As the

entity...
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MR MCCOLGAN: That's the
operating entity.

MR SCOTT: The operating entity.

MR MCCOLGAN: The real estate
hol di ng conpany is 2-4 L.L.C. The
operating entity is U S. Crane, L.L.C
And | believe, if you | ook on the New
York State database right now, you wl|
see that it is 2-4 Kieffer Lane as the
address for U S. Crane, L.L.C

MR SCOITT: Ckay.

VMR MCCOLGAN: So | guess that
questi on would need to be anended to --
from 180 Mei ster Boul evard to 2-4
Kieffer Lane, L.L.C.

MR SCOITT: My next question deal s
wth sales tax. The | DA nenbers and
counsel are very cl ear about sales tax
not bei ng due upon your acquisition of
the tower cranes. VWat has raised sone
questions i s what happens in the
operation of those tower cranes when
you | ease themor enter into contracts

with parties needing the use of a tower
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crane and whether there is sales tax
due on the operation of the tower
crane. And | know you have sone seni or
staff here. | don't know if one of
your financial people --

VR MCCOLGAN: If I could just
clarify the question. I think you are
differentiati ng between acqui sition of
cranes and then putting theminto
servi ce.

MR SCOTT: Absolutely. W are
clear on the acquisition. W recognize
by virtue of the IDA"s involvenent in
the acquisition of the cranes, there
woul d be no sal es tax due on that
acqui sition fromthe manufacturer, if
you wll, of the crane. The issue for
the 1 DA, as we have been review ng the
project, reviewing the application is
what is the sale tax inpact in the
operation of the crane.

MR, MCCOLGAN: So you are |inking
t henf

MR SCOTIT: No, not linking. It
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is nore of a question of we are
I nt er est ed.

MR MCCOLGAN: This i s Evans

Gardner. He is our Chief Financial
O ficer. Il will let himhandle this
questi on.

MR, GARDNER: | think a year ago

New Yor k State Departnent of Finance,
the Sales Tax Unit, had rendered that
US Crane and Rigging, in this
operation, is not subject to sal es tax.
It does not collect sales tax. W do
not collect sales tax. W have a
contract w thout sales tax and we
conti nue that operati on on an ongoi ng
basis. So if you would -- you can
I nvesti gate that. If you | ook at our
quarterly sales tax, you | ook at gross
sal es and taxabl e sales are none, so
hence you have the zero sal es tax at
the end of the day. That was rendered
possi bly a year ago.

MR SCOTT: And that, would that

-- and that covers all crane conpani es?
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MR. GARDNER: No. Qur tower crane
oper ati on.

MR SCOIT: So if soneone owns
nmobil e cranes and is | easi ng nobile
cranes, there is sales tax due to the
| ease of the tower cranes -- I'msorry
-- of the nobile cranes? Pardon ne.

MR GARDNER: Yes, we have a
nmobi | e crane conpany call ed
Superstructure Crane Rentals, and
Superstructure Crane Rentals during its
operation was subject to sal es tax.

MR SCOITT: Do you have any
i nformati on about whet her tower cranes
have been used in U ster County in the
| ast two or three years?

MR MCCOLGAN: The only thing |
can do is reference the peer review,
which | believe you have a copy of it.
I don't know that the peer review
covers that. I do know that the peer
review i ndi cated that there are no
ot her tower crane conpanies in U ster

County, so we fit within the uni que and
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rare el enment of the requirenent in the
application.

MR SCOIT: They stated that, and
we did not ask themto make any comment
on whet her tower cranes have been used.
" mjust asking from experience.

MR, MCCOLGAN: St andi ng here in
front of you, | have no i dea whet her
tower cranes were used in the County of
U ster.

MR, SCOIT: Il wll nove on to ny
next question. You tal ked about ot her
facilities that you would need for that
ot her project that you have underway in
Orange County in Port Jervis.

MR, MCCOLGAN: In Port Jervis.
That's correct.

MR SCOITT: Do you have
expect ati on about future expansi on at
any of the three sites, Orange, U ster
and Port Jervis?

MR, MCCOLGAN: Future expansion is
what we are engaged in now. W are in

present expansi on. I can tell you that
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when the facility in Newburgh is

conpl eted, and that is going to be
phase one of our expansion. W expect
to ship 25,000 tons of steel into New
York City annually. I n connection to
Port Jervis, our two transfer stations,
we expect to be able to find a

mar ket pl ace. Because when we cone to a
job site, you have the crane, you have
t he concrete, you have the steel
erection. Now we are going to add the
steel fabrication, now we are going to
add the denop renoval. So since we have
al ready generated or been part of --
well, we can | ook at Wban Precast in
the Town of U ster. From 2004 to 2016,
we have gross revenues of $300, 000, 000.
That provides for you a connection

bet ween our business and these

buil dings. And so what that will do is
-- those sane clients will generate the
busi ness for the steel fabrication for
the deno renoval. So that when we wal k

into a conference room now you have
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the crane, the steel erection, the
concrete plank and the denop renoval,
and now the steel fabrication. So it
IS one stop shopping. That is the
busi ness plan, so you do not have to go
to nmany different subcontractors. You
have it in one, sort of sitting. And
by the way, we have been successful in
doing that with the cranes, the
concrete, the crane erection and the
steel erection. W do not do steel
fabrication yet. That's what Newburgh
Is about. We do not do denob renoval.
That is what Port Jervis is about. So
what |'m saying is, the business pl an
I's wor ki ng.

MR SCOTT: Thanks. The next
question is, what's the status of your
acqui sition of the tower cranes? You
have pl aced orders, you have not pl aced
orders?

MR MCCOLGAN: W are in a hold
pattern until such tine as the | DA

nakes its deci sion on our benefits. We
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have the quotes, certainly, but we have
made no agreenents, signed any
proposal s or anything. This
application -- | have to be clear -- is
an integral part of our obtaining the

t ower cranes. It is a condition
precedent of us obtaining the tower

cr anes.

MR, SCOIT: Page 11 of the
application. You have enpl oynment
|isted there. And we, based on our
conversation, we understand there is
sone operation at 2-4 Kieffer underway
now but that is not related at all to
t he ei ght een. Ei ghteen i s new on top
of --

MR, MCCOLGAN: No. That's
correct.

MR SCOIT: Just to be clear,
it is new on top of what you have at
the site?

MR MCCOLGAN: Yes, and this being
nmy third application process with an

| DA body, | amvery famliar with the
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auditing process, and | understand the
di fference bet ween enpl oyees t hat
al ready exi st and the enpl oyees we
agreed to hire as part of this
application. They are separate, is
what | am sayi ng.

MR SCOTT: Movi ng to page 15 of
t he application, you tal k about the
financing for the project there on the
on top of that table. Could you give
us a little bit about the public sector
fi nanci ng or public sector source of
funds?

MR MCCOLGAN:. The public sector.
I think what | wanted to do there is
| eave the possibility of S.B. A funding
open. And that's why | don't want to
close it off by putting a zero if is it
possi ble | can get S. B.A funding.

MR, SCOIT: But ot herwi se, failing
that, you would go to a bank?

MR MCCOLGAN: Actually, we listed
it. Society Generale in New Jersey.

MR SCOTIT: Movi ng on. Page 18,
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at the bottom of the page, there is an
estimate there for additional sales tax
of $160,000. |Is that an esti mte based
on the workers -- the new workers and
spi nof f consunpti on?

MR, MCCOLGAN: In addition to an
estimate of the prior crane business
that we have. And in fact, that is a
very conservative estimate. |
generally try to fall under so as not
to nake a m st ake.

MR SCOITT: Page 20. You checked
the box for $30.11 an hour for at | east
ei ghty percent of your FTUs. The |DA
woul d |Ii ke confirmati on of that.

VMR MCCOLGAN: How woul d | provide
you confirmation?

MR SCOTT: Well, your answer is
what you intended to answer?

MR MCCOLGAN: There may be a

slight change to that, only in the

sense that | have to neet with M.
Gardner. But | would say, on the
whol e, that is correct. I n ot her

SMI Court Reporting (845) 452-1988

60



© o0 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N NN R R R R R R R R R
O »h W N P O © © N O OO » W N B O

61

PROCEEDI NGS

words, | don't want to |lock nyself into
concrete and nmake a m sstatenment to the
| DA Boar d. But | would say, on the
whol e, that is correct.

MR SCOITT: How woul d you descri be
your present pay scal e percent age?

MR, MCCOLGAN: I think I would
call M. Gardner up for that.

MR, GARDNER  \When you say -- we
have so nany di fferent factors, which
one of the -- tall cranes. If you | ook
at the tall cranes in particular --

MR SCOTT: Wiy don't you Ilimt if
to...

MR GARDNER: Tall cranes. CQur
tall crane operator makes up to $90 an
hour. An A operator makes up to $125
and a B operator nmakes over $150 an
hour. Those are the three prinmary
cat egori es.

MR, AURI NGER: That's with a New
York City |license.

MR, GARDNER So they have to go

t hrough an apprenti ceshi p program up
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here, and they have to quantify their
time and experi ence wor ki ng under our
di rect supervision. And once they
quantify their time and it has been
docunented, then they are eligible for
an application filing process in the
Cty of New York, which in turn, then
they will be granted a |license. And
the only way to get that license is
wor ki ng for a conpany |i ke m ne.

That's what the whol e apprenticeship
programis for that we have to file
wth the State. So this is not
bringing jobs to U ster to paint tower
sections and offl oad and rel oad t hem
It's technicians, electrical, it is
hydraul i c technicians, el ectrical
technicians, it is crane operation on
site, it is loading and unloading, it's
mai nt enance, it's preparation, it's

bl ueprints, it's drawings, it is
engineering, it is welding inspections,
bol ti ng i nspecti ons. There is a | ot of

talented jobs that we are bringing into
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U ster County. And when you kept going
on with the tower crane -- about the
tower crane in U ster County, the tower
crane is in Uster County on fifty

| oads per crane being maintai nced,

| ooked at, worked on by technicians.
And t hese apprenti ces worki ng under the
techni ci ans and the crane operators are
obtaining their experience to get to
the pay scale that M. Gardner just
said to you

MR SCOTT: Just as a foll owp,
the apprenticeship programthat you are
tal ki ng about, that will be operated by
your organi zati on?

MR, AURI NCER: US GCrane, L.L.C
And it is going to be approved by New
York State Labor Departnent.

MR MCCOLGAN: It is an
application process which we just
submtted. They have their own due
diligence. And once approved, then we
wll be part of the apprenticeship

program
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MR SCOITT: | appreciate your
patience as | scranbling around with ny
papers here. My | ast questions tie
into the training issue. At |east two
of the handbills that we received
rai sed questions about training, |ack
of training, OSHA inspections, OSHA
fines, sone accidents. Can you or your

MR MCCOLGAN: I can el aborate on
that. That is sort of ny territory. |
brought with ne today, just as an
exanpl e, a booklet that | authored.
Took about six or seven years ago. I
would like to submt as evidence of our
attention to safety protocol. This is
t he Urban Precast Enpl oyee Handbook. I
don't know where the nunbers in the
handbill conme from M. Scott. | do
know that in order to step on a site,
any site, an enpl oyee nmust show their
OSHA 10 card. An OSHA 10 class is a
certification in safety they have to

recei ve. It is renewed, | believe,
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bi annual | vy. They do not get on the
site without it. So | have seen the
nunbers i nside the handbill. | don't
know where they get it. The |awers
and the OSHA consultant that we have
does not know where we get it. W
can't find it. Cbviously, we have had
OSHA i ssues. W have had sone

di sm ssed. W have had sone reduced
and sone where we have paid fines on.
When you are part of erecting a

t housand buildings in thirty years --
not that I am maki ng an excuse. I am
just saying it is bound to happen. I
am not prepared -- | don't know where
they get their nunbers. | have not
been able to find it, and | have
researched it. And | have talked to
the OSHA consultant and he can't find
it. | don't know where they get their
nunbers as far as the anobunt of OSHA.

I can tell you when we receive an OSHA
complaint, and that is what it is, it

gets placed with the OSHA consul t ant
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imMmedi ately. OSHA is contacted. W
are given an opportunity to be heard.
We are given an opportunity to avail
oursel ves of their adm nistrative
judicial process. And it goes to

di sposition, whatever the disposition
I S. | can tell you it is not ignored
and it is acted on imediately. And
what ever suggesti ons OSHA gives us to
correct and rectify the situation, they
are done inmedi ately. W do not hide
fromit. W address it.

MR SCOTT: That concl udes the
Agency's due diligence questions. I
will now pass it back to M. Leverette
for opening it up for public conment.

MR, LEVERETTE: Thank you. I will
now open the public hearing, the public
hearing for public comment at 8:12 p.m

By way of operating rules, if you
w sh to make a public coment, pl ease
rai se your hand and I will call on you.
Pl ease wait to be recogni zed. Once

recogni zed, please cone to the podi um
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State your nane and address for the
record. Just so | can get a sense, how
many peopl e expect to make coments
here?

(WHEREUPON t here was a show of
hands.)

MR LEVERETTE: Gkay. Wen
everyone has had an opportunity to
speak, | will conclude the public
hearing. A record of this public
hearing wll be prepared and revi ewed
by the nmenbers of the Agency in
connection with the Agency's
consi deration of the proposed project.
In order to insure that the public has
had adequate tine to provi de coments
to the Agency on the proposed project,
the Agency will hold the comment peri od
for the proposed project open to
Friday, July 21, 2017. Al coments
recei ved by the close of business on
July 21, 2017, will be included in the
official record of the Agency wth

respect to the proposed project.
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Agai n, the purpose of the public
hearing is to solicit public conment.
W are not here to answer questi ons.
However, we will, in the course of this
public hearing, consider questions if
we have the information to answer the
question and there is sufficient tine
to consi der such a question.

I wll now ask if there is anyone
in attendance who wi shes to comment on
ei ther the nature or | ocation of the
project facility where the proposed
fi nanci al assi stance i s being
contenpl ated with respect to the
project? Again, for the record, please
state your nane and i ndi cate whet her
your conmments relate to the proposed
proj ect or the proposed fi nanci al
assi stance bei ng contenpl ated by the
Agency with respect to the proposed
pr oj ect.

M5. DENVER. My nane i s Megan
Denver. | amvice president of

Cost anzi Crane. I just wanted to speak
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first because | have got a | ot of notes
ki nd of what you guys were talking
about and I think I can add sone

i nsight to that.

Thi s application does not
represent a unique or rare retail
service for Uster County. U ster
County has had a crane service for over
35 years. And we have changed and
adapt ed our crane fleet as needed to
serve U ster County and the surroundi ng
ar eas. Regardi ng the application, in
Secti on Two under project elenent -- |
will just read from here. I s that
okay?

MR, LEVERETTE: Ckay.

M5. DENVER: The question is
answer ed yes. I s the prom nent purpose
of the project to nake avail abl e goods
and servi ces which would not, but for
the project, be reasonably accessible
to the residents of the city, town and
village in which the project will be

| ocat ed because of a | ack of reasonably
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accessible retail trade facility

of feri ng such goods and services? The
question is answered: Highly
speci ali zed and rare operati ons of
heavy tower cranes of which type is
unequal in U ster County when operation
of this business wll be the only

busi ness of its type within this
category of all of U ster County.

U ster County residents already
have reasonabl e access to the retail
trade facility offering this service.
If these residents of U ster, Al bany,
Col unbi a, Del aware, Dutchess, G eene,
Orange, Putnam Renssel aer, Schnect ady,
Schohari e, Sullivan, Northern
West chester, needed access to tower
cranes we, Costanzi Crane, would add
themto our fleet.

Project elenents, ItemF, nunber
f our. Ki nd of goes to what you were
saying. Does the project facility
i ncl ude property that are primarily

used in nmaking retail sales or services
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to custoners who personally visit the
facility? |If answering yes, what
percent age of the cost of the project
w Il be expended on such facilities or
property primarily used in naking
retail sales for goods or services for
custoners who personally visit this
project? So Costanzi Crane, 35 years.
I have been involved for 20 years. I
have been running the conpany wth Tony
for the | ast nine. Crane rental is not
a retail business that a custoner wl|l
personally visit the facility. This is
di si ngenuous and a conpl ete
exaggeration. Anyone, in my opinion,
who is renting a tower crane from New
York City is not driving to U ster
County to talk about renting a tower
crane. This is all done over e-mail.
Al'l of our Costanzi Crane -- | am
speaking for us. Al of our |oad
charts are on the conputer. They

downl oad them off the website. W go

back and forth e-mail . | believe that

SMI Court Reporting (845) 452-1988

71



© o0 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N NN R R R R R R R R R
O »h W N P O © © N O OO » W N B O

72

PROCEEDI NGS

this is an attenpt to nmake this
application fit into a retail category.
Secti on 4. Leases and Subl eases.
Enpl oynent inpact. $874, 000 sal es tax
exenption for eighteen jobs? |Is this
reasonabl e? As a taxpayer in U ster
County, | don't think it is. Secti on
7. Community Cost and Benefits. Under
Antici pated Community Benefits. The
estimated additional sales is
$2, 000, 000 for next year for
antici pated crane rentals. An
estimated additional sales tax to be
coll ected on additional sales after the
first year is listed as $160, 000.
There has not been a tower crane rental
for decades in U ster County, possibly
ever. According to New York State
sales tax office neeting we had
Decenber 7, 2016 that we attended,
begi nni ng 2018, sales tax on all crane
rentals statewide wll be elimnated.
Therefore, U ster County will never see

any sales tax revenue listed in this
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application for this project in the
future. You can -- if you guys want
the contact and the nane of the people
at New York State Sales Tax, | wll
give that to you. But again, you are
County never going to see that one

Si xty. If he spends a billion dollars
here, crane rentals wll not be a

t axabl e event st at ew de. And | am sure

t hey nmust know that. Section 7, page
20 --

MR MORROW | think I would like
t hat .

M5. DENVER:  Yes. I will send it
over tonorrow. | can send you the

whol e thing. There was a neeting from
NESCA, who we belong to. North

Anmeri can Subcontractors. There was a
meeting up in Al bany at New York State.
So Section 7. W are still under
comunity benefits. New usef ul
products and services. They answer:
The rental and operation of |arge tower

cranes for the conpany's use in heavy
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construction for infrastructure from
New York City to Buffalo. There is a
m nuscul e chance that a tower crane

w il ever be used in U ster County.

And if residents of U ster County could
benefit from having a tower crane, we
woul d add themto our fleet. Nunber
10. Communi ty | nvest nent Benchnarks.
Needed i ndustry or service in the | ocal
econony as defined by U ster Tonorrow
or its successors. They wite: Need
to discuss with IDA. The service of
tower cranes is not needed in U ster
County. U ster County already has a
crane service that is useful and used
by the residents of U ster County.

And | et nme just say one thing: I
prepared a statenent because | am not a
publ i c speaker. Cost anzi Crane, your
crane service, has been here for 35
years. We have an apprentice program
W& have sent many truck drivers that we
then teach how to run a crane, and now

they are New York State certified crane
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operators. W have that program It
is not official. W just do it if they
want to advance in our conpany. W
have never been sued by an enpl oyee, we
have never fil ed bankruptcy, and we
have never had an OSHA conpl ai nt.
That's just so you know who your crane
company here in U ster County is. And
lastly I would like to say. The retail
category of crane rental is not rare
and uni que service in U ster County.
Only the type of crane in this
application is unique. But this type
of crane will not be useful or
beneficial to Uster County and its
residents. Thank you.

MR LEVERETTE: Megan, you
i ndi cated you prepared a statenent. Do
you want to provide that to us so we
can enter it into the record so it is
made part of the record?

M5. DENVER: Sur e.

(WHEREUPON t he docunent was

present ed.)
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MR LEVERETTE: W0 el se would
l'i ke to speak?

M. VALIJATO Steve Valj ato,
Val j at o Engi neeri ng, Brooklyn, New
Yor k. " man engi neer. Il work with
Tom Auri nger and his conpani es. ' m
currently engi neer of record for about
twenty percent of all the crane
applications in New York City. I have
been working with M. Auringer for
close to twenty years. First, | would
like to say that | see nothing but the
best work com ng from his conpany.
Very safe. | speak with a ot of his
enpl oyees, and | see, | hear only good
things. As far as Tom Auri nger and his
tower crane work, | think New York
State and the United States, in
general, really is alittle bit behind
the tines and is really under utilizing
tower cranes. They are extrenely safe
machi nes. And sonebody needs to
pi oneer the greater expansion of the

use of tower cranes in New York State,
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and in the United States in general.
Together with M. Auringer, | have

engi neered countl ess jobs where we have
pl aced tower cranes into positions that
peopl e t hought were not possible or
there was no applicabl e use.

Pi oneeri ng new uses for it. M .

Auri nger has placed tower cranes on

ei ght and ni ne story concrete pl ank
jobs, virtually unheard of in New York
Cty. In positions where they thought
tower cranes could not be used, we
installed the tall est freestandi ng
tower crane in the history of New York
Cty, safely. W installed internal
clinmbing tower cranes on high rise

gi rder plank projects, which is another
exanpl e of pioneering new uses for

t hese excell ent, safe machi nes. New
York City, New York State, the east
coast is extrenely behind the tines and
there is a huge void for the use of
tower cranes. And New York needs a

pl ace -- needs a person |like M.
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Auringer with his expertise as a
fabricator, a rigger, an erector, a
buil der, a tower crane user, an owner
and operator, to show where these
cranes can be used and to pioneer the
new uses for them M. Auringer is a
saf e and know edgeabl e person and |
woul d hope that that is a taken into
consi deration. Thank you.

MR LEVERETTE: Any ot her person
who woul d |Ii ke to conmment ?

MR, HORMVERTE: My nane is Joseph
Hornerte. A second year apprentice in
Local 417, Ironworkers Union - -

THE STENOGRAPHER: Spel |l your
name?

MR, HORMERTE: HORMERT-E
I'"'min an apprentice class now.

MR LEVERETTE: And your address?
W want to know where everyone is from

MR HORMERTE: Address is 31
Over| ook Road, Poughkeepsi e, New York,
12603.

There is a couple of things I
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heard t hroughout the night that kind of
bot hered ne. You know, when | hear
about the |l awsuits and things |ike that
for lost wages, | was in a situation

li ke that with conpani es before where |
was not getting the rate | was supposed
to get. It sucks and it hurts. And
this conpany that | worked for changed
their nanmes multiple tinmes to hide al

t he evidence and the all w ongdoi ngs
that they were doing. So when | heard
that this conpany has had several
different nanmes, it kind of scares ne a
little bit. | would not want to work
for a conpany |like that for any neans.
I want to get paid. | got into the
uni on because, you know, there are
peopl e here whose parents fought to
build this country to get a good rate,
you know. To get good benefits, to
provide a future for their kids, so
they could be up there, can go to

coll ege to be doctors and stuff. Not

make $15, $20 an hour to barely
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survi ve. It is really disheartening
hearing that, knowi ng these guys are
trying to apply here in your area to
just bring work down to the city so

t hey can nake nore nobney that they are
not going to use up here. They are
going to save for thensel ves. Li ke the
| ady said, you are not going to see any
of that. They just want to do it
because it is cheaper to cone up here
and open up a shop, and nake all the
nmoney down there. You are not going to
see any of that. It i s saddeni ng, very
saddeni ng. W take our apprenticeship
very seriously. There is a four year
class that we go through. Yes, we do
get paid a lower rate. And we have to
deal with that until we pass our test
and becone j our neynen. But we take
pride in our work. We are the NFL of
construction. W are the best of the
best. W get taught how to rig things
based on weight, and there is all sorts

of standards. It was said that this
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guy -- there is a death with his
conmpany where sone average guy rigs up
a piece of steel that was definitely
overrated for a choker. An apprentice
of the ironworkers would not have done
that. A |l aborer m ght have done that.
And doi ng so caused the death of two
peopl e. | read it up on the internet.
Thi s actually happened. Again, it is
saddening to know that. W
i ronworkers, we take pride in our work
and what we do and what we are taught.
And when we see a conpany like this
conme in who is not going to pay peopl e,
ot her people, the rate that we make
that we deserve to nmake. W do not
want that. W do not want a nonopoly
to try and cone in and soak up every
aspect of our job. He makes all the
nmoney. His workers do not. | been
t hrough that before. And it is not a
good.

(WHEREUPON t her e was an

interruption fromthe gallery.)
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MR LEVERETTE: Pl ease, pl ease.

MR, HORMERTE: | strongly
recommend to really consider this
because, again, it is not doing
anyt hi ng for you guys. You would not
be fighting this like this if it going
to do sonething for you guys. It is
all for him not for anybody el se.

MR, LEVERETTE: Thanks. Ladi es
and gentl enen, pl ease keep the noise
down. No applause. This is a public
heari ng, not a referendum

MR, CABRERA: CGerman Cabrera.

MR LEVERETTE: Where do you live?

MR, CABRERA: 655 East Chester
Street in Kingston, New YorKk.

MR, LEVERETTE: I n Ki ngston, New
Yor k? Okay.

M. CABRERA: They been
overhearing -- |ike people say, we do
not make noney. But when you nuake,
wi th your education, $150, 000 a year,
that is a | ot of noney for ne. That's

what this guy paid ne. $150,000 a
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year. And that's it. That's ny
comrent .

MR, LEVERETTE: Thank you. St ate
your nane and address?

M5. SANCHEZ: M nane is Jam e
Sanchez and | live in Poughkeepsie, New
Yor k. I want to say | been with M.
Auri nger el even years now and | grown
within the conpany --

MR, LEVERETTE: Let's cut it out
now or | will ask that the room be
cleared. Let's put a stop to it now.

Cont i nue.

M5. SANCHEZ: Li ke I was saying, |
been with M. Auringer for 11 years and
I have grown w thin the conpany. I
started as receptionist and | have
gr own. I am an executive assi stant
right now. They have supported ne to
finish ny educati on. | conpl eted ny

col | ege degree through them They

hel ped ne out. | never had any
pr obl ens. | never been harassed, |
never been abused. | believe |I get
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conmpensat ed because of the work | do,
and because | foll ow protocol. I have
norals, | have principles. And | think
t hat when you do that, you respect
yourself and you respect your enpl oyer.
So there a lot of things that | hear
that are going on but | really don't
bel i eve any of them because |I'mi nsi de
t he conpany and | know exactly what is
going on and I know that they are fair
wth everybody. And | really -- it
makes ne sad to hear all the comments
that are com ng because they do not
really know what is going on. | am not
part of the famly but they treat ne
like famly and | amvery proud to be
working for them and | really don't
understand where all this conflict is
comng from For what | seen, the guys
get paid for what they work. | really

do not understand what all the conflict

is comng from | very happy to be
where | am | continue to support M.
Aur i nger. I know there is a | ot of
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work comng into Uster County. W are
| ooking for the people. W want the
people to cone in and just work with
us, work for us. The whol e teamthat
U ster County needs. So we have the
crane, we have the plank, we have the
steel. Al the stuff that is com ng
in. W need to have the right people
to work for the County so we all can
have our fair share. So | would |ike
to say thanks.

MR, LEVERETTE: Thank you.

MR CLEARWATER:. How we doi ng
t oday?

MR, LEVERETTE: Good. Yourself?

MR, CLEARWATER: My nane is Eric
Clearwater. | reside at 104 Center
Street, Ellenville, New York. | am
al so a second year going into ny third
year apprentice in the Ironworkers
Uni on 417. | have heard a coupl e of
thi ngs tonight that | was kind of
bot hered by. The tower crane -- the

gent |l eman over here, he had said
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sonet hi ng about tower cranes on
bridges. That is inpossible. M
nyself as an ironworker, | take pride
in ny profession. There is no way it
is physically possible that you could
be a professional ironworker,

pr of essi onal | aborer -- they are
tal ki ng about erection, denolition
tal ki ng about everything el se. It is
i npossible to train one man all those
aspects of the one trade. To ne, it
just does not sound right. It is
virtually inpossible to train sonebody

to be a conpetent person, to know all

those things in. | mean, we stand by
what we -- | cane fromthat side of the
stick, too. | was a private worker,

t oo, nyself. I am not downpl ayi ng

anybody el se, but everything they have
said so far has been kind of just
thrown out there to nake thensel ves

| ook i ke they are a great conpany.
personally believe it is virtually

i npossible for themto train their nen
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and wonen, whoever the case may be, for
all the tasks that they are sayi ng they
are going to do. | never saw a tower
crane upstate. There are not nmany
here. It just does not sound right.
Pretty much, | take pride in ny being a
uni on nenber. | cane fromthe other
side of the stick. | was a private

wor ker, too. Ever ybody got to provide
for their famlies. | understand that.
But | just wanted to say a |l ot of the
stuff that they said, there is a | ot of
little | oopholes in there. It is
virtually inpossible to be a

prof essi onal on all those aspects of
the i ronworker, of the carpentry, of
the | aborer, of the masons. So when

t hey say apprenticeship, it kind of

bot hers nme. Because our
apprenticeship, they train us to be
ironworkers. All aspects of iron.
Structural, rebar, fencing, stuff |ike
that. To train everybody in one, one

man, it is just virtually inpossible,
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pretty nmuch. Thank you. | just wanted
to speak that. Thank you.

MR, LEVERETTE: Thank you. Al l
right. So pl ease cone up. Again, |
rem nd you, no applause. This isn't...
and keep conversation to a m ni mum or |
wll ask the sheriff to cone in and
cl ear the pl ace.

M5. KALRAN: H , everyone. My

nane is Lee Kalran. K-A-L-R A-N.
And ny address is 22 Wst 46th Street,
New York, New York. So there is a few
things that | want to say in reference
to what's been said so far by the | egal
team at this hearing.

MR, LEVERETTE: And not to
I nterrupt. | just want to make sure
t hat when you address us, and your
comment s shoul d be addressed to us.
Ckay? Not to the audience.

M5. KALRAN: Ckay. So | want to
ref ocus the conversation on worker
safety. I think that the | egal team

tried to turn this into a uni on
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nonuni on i ssue. I"'mfamliar wth the
New York City Community Alliance for
Wor kers Justice. And our concerns that
we are raising, they are not about
personal ly sl andering M. Auringer. It
i's not about, you know, the words that
were used: He is a victimof union
animus. This is not about aninus. W
are not trying to victimze M.
Auringer. W tal king about the workers
t hat have been victim zed by himfor
the past twenty plus years. This is
not what the conversation is about.
When the | awers got up and tal ked
about how favorably these wage theft

| awsuits were settled for them \Well,
| guess that is really nice for them
But the workers that experienced the
wage theft. And then we are told the
conmpany i s bankrupt, even though it had
popped up with new nanes, new L.L.C s.
I nmean, for those workers not to get
the justice that they deserve, to

settle for forty to sixty workers who
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have had hundreds of thousands of

doll ars of their wages stol en over the
course of any nunber of years. Then to
say that it was settled very favorably
for the conpanies? Think of that from
the workers' side. And the workers are
down there working. They are not up
here, risking their jobs to testify and
speak up. They can't. And that's why
I am here and that is what | want to
raise.

One nore thing. So, yes. Just
rem nding you that it is about worker
safety. W are going to think about
this. W are going to submt nore
materials. There is a thirty day
public conmmentary period. R ght?

MR, LEVERETTE: Yes. Publ i c
record for this will be open unti
Fri day, the 21st.

M5. KALRAND O July?

MR LEVERETTE: O July, yes.
Friday the 21st.

M5. KALRAN: So we will bring a
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few nore concerns, but what | just want
everyone to be aware of is that there
have been significant, noted,
docunent ed cases where serious
accidents and i ncidents happen and they
are not raised wwth CSHA. The fire
depart nent, paranedi cs, the anbul ance
are not called. Wen these accidents
and i ncidents happen, people are put in
taxis, sent to the doctor, things are
swept under the rug all the tine. W
Wil be submtting sone nore materials
about that, but | just wanted to

ref ocus everyone's attention on

wor kers' safety, dignity and their
right to nake a decent wage and the
fact that has not been happeni ng.

MR, LEVERETTE: Thank you. And a
rem nder. Your conmnments shoul d speak
to the application itself. The
project, the cranes, the financing.

And | was remi ss in not nentioning that
again for sone of the other coments.

MR COPPOLA: M nane is Janes
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Coppol a and ny address is 450 West 42nd
Street, Manhattan, New YorKk. | cane up
here to address the comment on the
clients of tower crane's comnm ng up
here. So | nyself ama tower crane
client and |I've cone up here to take a
| ook at Tom s facility. And we have
currently about five jobs in the New
York City area where we will be needi ng
Tom s tower cranes. And he invited ne
up. Cone take a |look at the facility
and his whol e operation up here. And
eventually I will be spending the night
up here in U ster. Headi ng back to the
city tonorrow. So | just want to |et
you guys know he is bringing his
custoners up here and we are seeing his
operation and everything invol ved at
his facilities.

MR, LEVERETTE: On the
application, the financing.

MR KARD: | understand. Justin
Kard, 307 Hi ghl and Avenue Ext ensi on,
M ddl et own, New Yor k 10940.
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I'm not here to di scuss whet her or

not M. Auringer is a good nan or a bad

man. I don't know him "' m not here
to debate whether -- |I'ma union
apprentice nysel f. " mvery proud of
what it is that | do. But as far as

I'"'m concerned, with respect to the
application, its relevance is
secondary. Bot h counsel and the

gent|l eman who spoke on his behal f,
specifically the engineer, failed to
solidify the rel evance of the use of
tower cranes in this area. Ever yone
used the upstate area as essentially a
sidebar in their conversation. | hear
New York City, New York Cty, New York
Cty. There is no steel fabrication
plant coming in Uster County. There
is one in Orange County. They want to
put another in Orange County. That is
not happeni ng here. So essentially if
the tower cranes -- it is very rare to
see a tower crane in this area it has

been sai d. There are tower cranes here

SMI Court Reporting (845) 452-1988



© o0 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N NN R R R R R R R R R
O »h W N P O © © N O OO » W N B O

94

PROCEEDI NGS

because there are jobs of scope and
scale that require them But they are
not the norm And with respect to the
County itself | can only specul ate, and
again it is speculation, that the
housing facility here in U ster County
is purely a storehouse to nove cranes
back and forth into New York City to do
wor k t here. That is really all | have.
Thanks.

MR LEVERETTE: Thank you. Anyone
el se?

MR, AURI NGER: Yes.

MR, LEVERETTE: | was going to get
to you because you guys are next up and
I was going to say before closing, ask
representatives of the conpany if they
wanted to take the m crophone.

M. Auringer: Tom Auringer, 2-4
Ki efer Lane, Kingston, New York. u S
Cr ane. I think that everyone is
m ssing the picture here. The
facilities at 2-4 Kieffer Lane house

tower cranes. Each tower crane has up
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to 50 to 100 tractor trailer |oads of
conmponents that need to stored, | oaded,
mai nt enanced, electrical, hydraulics,
di esel engines. And they have to be
third partied, and there is tons of
work for U ster County. Ri ght now I
currently have -- Jam e, how many
peopl e on the payroll in Kingston? I
have 48 famlies that are working six
days a week with unlimted anounts of
overtinme that we have been working up
here for fifteen years. This is the
beginning in U ster County of hiring
another forty or fifty people. This is
just the first crane order. W tried
to bring in the nobile cranes. W had
to redo our applications. So guess
what ? The nobile cranes are still
com ng - -

(WHEREUPON t her e was an
interruption.)

MR, LEVERETTE: Pl ease. No
t al ki ng.

MR AURI NGER: The nobil e cranes
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are still going to be working here.
There are going to be nultiple jobs for
nobi |l e cranes and al so the tower
cranes. So the tower cranes -- | just
want to make it clear that we have all
the work for the people of U ster
County. The apprenticeship program --
they are not capable of running the
tower cranes until they get their New
York State |license and their New YorKk
Cty crane license. They have to go
t hrough a whol e training process. So
duri ng the nmai ntenance and operation
and | oadi ng and unloading, it's all
part of the process. Thank you.

MR, MCCOLGAN: I want to go over
sone nunbers in connection to what M.
Auri nger's conpany has done since he
has been here. There is sone
di scussi on about not being able to | ook
at the benefit of M. Auringer's
conmpany. As was al ready nenti oned,
since 2004 to the present, U ban

Precast, L.L.C. -- M. Auringer is the
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sol e nenber -- has deposited in | ocal
banks $300, 000, 000. Since 2003, he has
paid $1.8 million dollars in real
estate taxes. He enploys, as was
stated, 48 | ocal people. He has, since
2004, he erected nore than 30 mllion
square feet of concrete plank and two
mllion square feet of structural steel
and netal decking. Urban Precast uses
| ocal business for 70 percent of its
needs and transactions. Urban Precast
pays out to | ocal business, including
many here in the Town of U ster, $5 to
$7 mllion dollars annually.

Charitabl e contributions include but
are not limted to, Urban Erectors(sic)
was a large part in raising noney for
the |l ocal canine unit for the Town of
U ster police. W have contributed in
ot her ways, including the annual dinner
where $2,500 was contri buted to the
Town of U ster. W contribute and
provi ded at one tinme training

facilities to the Town of U ster Fire
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Departnent. And so that's just a snall
part of what we have done since 2004.
The point is, we have a record of
econom cal ly supporti ng and bei ng
advant ageous to the Town of Ul ster.
Wth that expansion, it will only

I Nncr ease. Thank you.

MR, NASH: | want to respond
briefly to sone of the comments about
the lawsuits. This notion that -- and
I do believe we did get favorable
settl ements. But it needs to be said
that the enpl oyees that were invol ved,
they were represented by sophisticated
counsel and they had equal opportunity
to press their clainse. And so | think
the fact that we got favorable
settlenent is a testanent not to | egal
maneuver i ng. It is a testanent to the
merits of the case or lack of nerits of
the case. And the unions, as you heard
today, are quick to criticize, quick to
respond i n negative fashion. But there

has got to be a place for non-union and
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uni on peopl e. It is not one is better
than the other. There has got to be a
pl ace for both. And M. Auringer runs
very fine conpanies. He is an
alternative to uni on organi zed
activities. And he is starting to have
a very major inpact on the Cty of New
York. That that's a testanent. The
fact that you have this union
opposition, and all the people that
canme up here were union affiliated
peopl e. That you have uni on opposition
is a testanent to the fact that he runs
a strong conpany, that he enploys a | ot
of people. He is in the narketpl ace.
He is a strong conpetitor. And it
woul d be an injustice if his businesses
were not allowed to flourish. Because
truly, if he flourishes, people wll
flourish with him There will be nore
enpl oynent, there will be nore revenue,
there will be nore taxes for al

i nvol ved. So | would hope that the | DA

woul d enbrace the concept of the
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expansi on of busi nesses, the expansion
of the opportunities for all, and not

| ock up union conpanies to give them a
conpetiti ve advant age. This is a
country that is built on free
enterprise. That neans that a
non-uni on conpany should to have the
sane benefits as a union conpany. And
it is not a bad thing to be non-uni on
and it is not a bad thing to be union.
They should all have the ability to
conmpete, conpete fairly and conpete
traditionally in the spirit of free
enterprise. But it should not be

st andi ng ovati ons for uni on peopl e per
se. They certainly have a major force
in this country, but so do non-union
people. And if we are going to have
econom c devel opnent in U ster,
conpani es such as M. Auringer, who has
been here New York for decades, |iving
here, devel opi ng his busi nesses here,
shoul d be given every opportunity to

expand t hose busi nesses. So | would
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just hope that the rhetoric could die
down. | would just hope that we cone
toget her and | ook at what is good for
U ster County. Devel opnent, new j obs,
new opportunities.

(WHEREUPON t here an interruption
fromthe audi ence.)

MR LEVERETTE: Coments are

closed. | would rem nd you that the
agency will hold a comment period for
this proposed project open until Friday

July 21st, 2017. Al comments received
by cl ose of business July 21st, 2017
wll be included in the official record
of the agency with respect to the
proposed project. Further, at the
meeting at which the agency wl|
formally consider to proposed project
is schedul ed for Wdnesday, August 9,
2017 at 8:00 a.m This neeting, |ike
all neetings of the agency, is open to
the public. So I wll close this
public hearing at 8:50 p.m  Thank you

all for attending.
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATI ON
I, STEPHANI E TURETSKY, a Short hand
Reporter and Notary Public wthin and
for the State of New York, hereby
certify:
That the wi tness was duly sworn; that
the foregoing transcript is an accurate
record of the testinony of the said
W tness, to the best of ny know edge
and bel i ef, having been
st enographically recorded by ne and
transcri bed under ny supervi sion.
I further certify that I am not
related to any of the parties to this
action by blood or marriage, and | am

in no way interested in the outcone of

7Sty

STEPHANI E TURETSKY

this matter.
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