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CHAI R LEVERETTE: Good eveni ng. My
nane is Randall Leverette. | ama nenber of
the U ster County Industrial Devel opnent
Agency, (the "Agency") in connection with the
project that is the subject of this public
heari ng.

Today we are holding this public
hearing to allow citizens to make a st at enent
for the record relating to the invol venent of
the Agency with a project for the benefit of
311 Partners, LLC, a New York Limted Liability
Conmpany, and BBG Ventures, LLC, (the "Tenant")
(the Conpany and Tenant being collectively
referred to as the "Applicants").

The Proposed Project consists of the
foll ow ng:

(A)(1): The acquisition of an interest
in a parcel of land | ocated at 311-315 Wall
Street, (Tax Map 48.331-1-16) in the Gty of
Ki ngston, U ster County, New York, (the
"Land"), together with the existing building
| ocated t hereon, containing approximtely
35, 000 square feet of space and the adjacent

parking lot (collectively the "Facility");

SMI Court Reporting (845) 452-1988



© o0 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N NN R R R R R R R R R
O »h W N P O © © N O OO » W N B O

Proceedi ngs - Septenber 19, 2017

(2) the reconstruction and renovati on
of the facility; and

(3) the acquisition and the
installation therein and thereon of certain
machi nery and equi pnent (the "Equi pnent"), (the
Land, the Facility, and the Equi pnent being
collectively referred to as the "Project
Facility"), all of the forgoing to constitute
an agri-tourismbusiness facility to be owned
by the Conpany and | eased to the Tenant and
various other comercial entities and operated
for various comercial uses, including a food
mar ket, food hall, comercial kitchen facility,
and busi ness incubator, and other directly and
indirectly related activities;

(B) The granting of certain "financi al
assi stance" (wthin the neaning of Section
854(14) of the Act), with respect to the
f oregoi ng, including potential exenptions from
certain sales and use taxes, real property
taxes, real estate transfer taxes and nortgage
recording taxes (collectively the "Fi nanci al
Assi stance)"; and

(© the lease (with an obligation to

SMI Court Reporting (845) 452-1988



© o0 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N NN R R R R R R R R R
O »h W N P O © © N O OO » W N B O

Proceedi ngs - Septenber 19, 2017
purchase) for sale of the Project Facility to
the Applicants or such other person as nay be
desi gnated by the Applicants and agreed upon by
t he Agency.

I intend to provide general information
on the Agency's general authority and public
pur pose to provide assistance to this Proposed
Project. | wll then open the coment peri od
to receive comments fromall present who w sh
to comment on either the Proposed Project or
t he financial assistance contenpl ated by the
Agency wth respect to the Proposed Project.

Legal Authorization and Powers of the
Agency.

The provi sions of Chapter 1030 of Laws
of 1969 of New York, constituting Title | of
Article 18-A of the General Municipal Law,
Chapter 24 of the Consolidated Laws of New
Yor k, as anended, and Chapter 787 of the 1976
Laws of New York, as anended, constituting
Section 923 of said General Muinicipal Law
(collectively the "Act"), authorize the Agency
to pronote, devel op, encourage and assist in

t he acquiring, constructing, reconstructing,
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i nprovi ng, maintaining and equi ppi ng and
furni shing of manufacturing, warehousing,
research, commercial and industrial facilities,
anong ot hers.

The Pur pose of this Public Hearing.

Pursuant to Section 859-a(2) of the
General Municipal Law of the State of New YorKk,
(the "Act"), prior to the Agency providi ng any
financi al assistance (as defined in the Act),
of nore than $100, 000 to any project, the
Agency, anong ot her things, nust hold a public
heari ng pursuant to Section 859-a of the Act
Wth respect to said project. Since the
proposed financi al assistance to be provided by
the Agency with respect to the Proposed Project
may exceed $100, 000, then, prior to providing
any "financial assistance" (as defined in the
Act), of nore than $100,000 to the Proposed
Project, the Agency must hold a public hearing
on the nature and | ocation of the Project
Facility, and the proposed financial assistance
to be provided by the Agency with respect to
t he Proposed Project.

After consideration of the Application
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received fromthe Conpany, the nenbers of the
Agency adopted a resol uti on on August 9th, 2017
(the "Public Hearing Resolution") authorizing
the Agency to conduct this public hearing wth
respect to the Proposed Project, pursuant to
Section 859-a(2) of the Act.

By way of background, notice of this
publ i c hearing was published on Septenber 7th,
2017, in the Al manac Wekly and t he Shawangunk
Jour nal, each bei ng newspapers of general
circulation available to the residents of the
Town of Shandaken, U ster County, New YorKk. I n
addition, as required by New York |aw, the
notice of this public hearing was nail ed on
Septenber 1, 2017, to the Cty of Kingston, the
Kingston Cty School District, and the Chairman
of the U ster County Legislature. Lastly,
copies of the Public Hearing Notice were posted
on Septenber 1, 2017 on the bulletin board
| ocated at the City of Kingston, Cty Hall, 420
Broadway, Cty of Kingston, U ster County, New
Yor k, and was posted on May 19, 2017 on the
Agency's website.

Copi es of the notice of this Public
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Heari ng are avail able on the table.

Now, unless there is any objection, I
am goi ng to suggest waiving the full readi ng of
the notice of this public hearing, and instead
request that the full text of the notice of
this public hearing be inserted into the record
of this public hearing.

(No response)

CHAI R LEVERETTE: The comments received
today at this public hearing will be presented
to the nmenbers of the Agency at or prior to the
meeting at which the nenbers of the Agency w ||
consi der whether to approve the undertaki ng of
t he Proposed Project by the Agency, and the
granti ng by the Agency of any "fi nanci al
assi stance" in excess of $100,000 with respect
to the Proposed Project. The Agency currently
i ntends to consider the Proposed Project at the
meeti ng of the Agency to be held on Wednesday,
Oct ober 11th, 2017. This neeting, |ike all
nmeeti ngs of Agency, is open to the public.

Witten Comments.

The notice of this public hearing

i ndicated that witten comments coul d be
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addressed to Suzanne Holt, the D rector of
Ofice of Econom c Devel opnent of the Agency.
No witten comments have been received by the
Agency prior to this public hearing.

I wll now introduce Zack Lewi s and Ben
G ardul l o, who are appearing on behalf of the
Conmpany, who will describe the Proposed Project
in further detail.

MR. d ARDULLGC Hi , everyone. Thanks
for com ng. My nane is Ben G ardull o. This is
Zack Lewis. And | think nost fol ks here are
fairly famliar with the project and what we
are pl anni ng. So essentially what we are
planning is a farmto-table-market with a food
hal | and manufacturing spaces for snall scale
f ood nmanufacturers and chefs in the basenent
area. We, you know, we're bringing a | ot
together for this. And, you know, there's a
lot of different elenents to the project.

VWhen we started this we really focused
on the nmarket, but we're really assessing
what's the best use of the space, what's
needed, what's nobst exciting for residents and

us. And, you know, unlike food halls in urban
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metropolitan areas that are focused entirely on
a whol e bunch of restaurants and vari ous
tenants just kind of renting space, we wanted
to make sure it was very curated and focused on
supporting the | ocal agricultural econony, and
al so serving the needs of the residents nore
than just randomeaters. So the anchor of this
space is really the grocery and super nmar ket
element of it. So that's the general i dea.

The basenent, we really figured we had
sone great space to expand on food
manuf acturing in the way we're -- by way of
food and agricultural. And I'm often seeing
smal | scal e food busi nesses and sonetines chefs
don't have enough space or avail abl e space
that's got to be close to either nake their
products or scale up their business, or chefs
can't take on catering weddi ngs because their
restaurants can't hold all the capacity of the
food and the operations while keeping the
restaurant open. W are hoping to provide
space for themas well. And, you know, we're
really just looking to take a building that's

been, you know, underutilized for a long tine
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in a pretty inmportant part of the nei ghborhood
and bring it tolife in a new and exciting way.

MR LEWS: To add on to that, our main
focus is creating jobs around food and
communi ties, and we believe that food is an
el enental part of it, and we believe in a
community that i s reboundi ng and regrow ng and
regenerating. And we wanted to keep people
t hrough MOH. We actually went in there saying
we were going to pay fifteen dollars an hour

W are going to be creating 54 jobs
directly. But with all the other subtenants
and other things going in, we're probably
counti ng on anywhere from80 to 90 jobs full
time, and then additional seasonal jobs on top
of that. And 54 is what we're responsible for.
And we're | ooki ng at another 26 or nore
probably com ng from ot her busi nesses grow ng
their business from you know, what it was to
sonmet hi ng scaling up and identifying, you know,
other markets for themto go into to
distribute. W really want to see this be the
center of food in the community. And we took a

buil ding that used to be in the center of
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everyt hi ng, that Wolworth buil ding, and we
believe that we can bring it back to that kind
of a feeling in Kingston itself.

MR. d ARDULLO  Yeah. One | ast piece.
For the past five or six years |'ve been part
of buil di ng Hudson Vall ey Harvest, a | ocal
di stributor for about a hundred farnms. |It's
based in Kingston. And it's been a privil ege
to be a part of that process fromjust about
the beginning. And that's -- you know, this is
kind of continuing wiwth that idea of really
featuring | ocal food that doesn't always get,
you know, its day in court with comerci al
grocery stores and food places. So we are just
trying to bring the best of the comunity into
Ki ngst on.

Good?

M5. HOLT: So has everybody signed up
who woul d |i ke to speak?

So the first nane who has signed up is
Dan Hauspurg. Were is -- oh, there you are.

MR. HAUSPURG  That's ne.

M5. HOLT: Wuld you address the | DA?

MR, HAUSPURG Sur e.
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H . Just a brief word to thank these
devel opers for the energy and effort they have
put into assenbling a project that wl|l
contribute to the dynam sm of our comunity.
And to thank the I DA for its efforts in
col l aborating with busi nesses to all ow t hat
i nvest nent to succeed.

M5, HOLT: Dan, could you spell your
nanme for the transcriptionist?

MR, HAUSPURG H a-u-s-p-u-r-g.

M5. HOLT: George Rodenhauser.

MR. RODENHAUSER: No t hanks.

M5. HOLT: Ckay.

Karen M1l er.

M5. MLLER  Yes. I"'m Karen M1l er. I
live at 53 Crown Street.

So I|'"mhere to say that | have a
personal interest in seeing the plans for the
Ki ngst on Food Exchange succeed. Ri ght now I'm
| ooking at a construction site for the | ast
t hree nont hs. Bef ore that the owners obvi ously
were putting in a |lot of noney, you could tell.
The whol e roof was replaced. So there's been

extensi ve work on the building already. And so
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my, you know, ny hope is that there can be an
agreenent between the parties involved to
get -- between the owners and the devel opers to
cone to an agreenent.

So just a quick story. I was | ooki ng
across the street and there was a delivery
truck and a man was | ooking at this
construction site. So | went over and asked
hi m what he saw. And he said | see a thing of
beauty. He happened to be a contractor for the
bui | di ng. But | also picture a thing of
beauty, and I think it is such a wonderf ul
concept for the whole town and for Kingston.

So | hope, ny hope is that there can be
agreenent so that this can go forward.

M5. HOLT: Thank you.

CHAI R LEVERETTE: Debbi e Br own.

M5. BROMN: Hi . | * m Debor ah Br own.
sit on the Gty Council, I'"'ma mnority | eader.
And | just have sone questions rather than
comments. Can | ask those, is that allowed? |
just wanted sone clarification.

MR. SCOIT: CGenerally this is -- can

peopl e hear ne?
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M5. BROAN:. Do you want to use the mc?

MR, SCOIT: No, that's all right.

M5. BROAN:  Ckay.

MR SCOTT: GCenerally this is what is
called a public hearing. And the purpose of a
public hearing, as the chair of the public
hearing indicated, is to solicit public
comment. \What we try to do is, if possible,
address questions if it's convenient and al so
if we have the infornmation. So with the -- you
know, with the --

MS. BROAN: | can nake a comment and
t hen ask a question, how s that?

MR, SCOTT: You can do that, and then
if the project applicants are confortable with
t he question, and/or the Board, then we can
begin to field it.

MR. G ARDULLO W can address it if
it's possible, and if it's sonething we can't
answer here, we'll get back to you.

M5. BROAN:. That's okay.

First I just want to nmake a comment.
The Gty of Kingston and U ster County has

accepted PILOTs a lot of tines, and on the
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application it seens to be a wit, we're going
to do 40 jobs, okay, that passes through. And
" mjust questioning, is there any accounti ng?
He said 54 jobs. In what capacity? And if
t hat doesn't happen, what happens? That's a
bi g concern, because you said we are going to
have all these jobs, and if it turns out to be
hal f the anmount and the PILOT is usually for at
| east 40 -- so that was ny question, what
exactly do these 54 jobs consist of and in what
capacity.

And the ot her coment | have to nuke,
your neetings at eight o' clock in the norning
i's not conducive for a public comment heari ng.
Did you ever think about making it for later in
t he eveni ngs or maybe on a weekend? Most
people at eight o' clock in the norning are
working. And a |lot of things get done and we
find out after the fact. So that's just a
comrent al so. Okay.

CHAI R LEVERETTE: Thank you.

M5. BROAN:. Thank you.

M5. HOLT: Actually, can | answer on

behal f of the staff?
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M5. BROAN:  Sure.

M5. HOLT: So any questions about
the -- the application is online, and all the
jobs are in there, including what they are,
what they're going to pay, and what types of
jobs they are. So all of that is included in
the application. And the contract, there wll
be a contract between the applicant and the
IDA. So if those jobs are not provided, then
the I DA has to call back all of the tax
exenpti ons. So that's the answer to that
questi on.

And | don't know if the | DA nenbers
want to speak about the eight o'clock, but I
think it's before work and it's targeted to be
bef ore wor k.

M5. BROMN: Not really. Sonme peopl e
have to | eave and go to work at seven-thirty to
get to work. After work is a |lot better, or
even weekends. That way you can get true
public comments of people. Because there's
been so nany projects that just get passed
t hrough, by the tinme we find out about it, we

shoul d have cone to an ei ght o'clock neeting,
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I|"mworking. So just maybe it could be open
and that possibly you could start naking
different tines for the general public.

MR MORROW All of our public hearings
are at night, and we try to have the public
hearings in the municipality that is nostly
affected. For exanple, tonight in the Cty of
Ki ngston. COctober 4th we're havi ng anot her
public hearing in the County Legislative
Bui | di ng about another project in the Cty of
Ki ngston, and that also is at night.

Everything is publicized ahead of tinme, and all
t he public hearings are set at the nost
convenient tine and the nbst conveni ent pl ace
for the people affected.

Many of us on the | DA have jobs j ust
| i ke everybody else. And in ny particul ar case
| have neetings probably three nights a week.
And that's why we have an eight o'clock in the
nor ni ng, because everybody has ni ght neetings
all the tine. And we just can't be out every
single night at neetings and have a life.

M5. BROAN: This is sonething inportant

that affects the people in the county, and I
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think that they really need to have a voi ce.
And |'ve heard that conpl aint several tines,
that these things were done quote, unquote
undercover at eight o'clock in the norning when

we can't be there. Sol think it should be --

| go to neetings all the tinme too, |I'ma
Counci | nenber, I'mout every night. But I'm
available if I need to have a public

counseling, if sonmebody has talk to ne.

MR MORROW Well, like | said, all of
our public hearings are at night and they are
at the neeting tines, and the public hearings
are kept open for 30 days after the public
hearing for witten comments. So peopl e have
t he opportunity to give us input and
information, and that's what we're there for.
And if they don't, if they choose not to,
that's their choice.

MS. BROAN: | know about it because |I'm
an official, | got the letter. But | know a
| ot of people who didn't know unless | told
t hem I mean if you run a legal colum in the
Freeman, okay, that's okay, but | just think

there needs to be nore openness, nore
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advertising of it. That's just ny point.

MR MORROW Well, as a Council person
you have to realize that it's published
according to the | aw

M5. BROWN. Ri ght.

MR, MORROW And we can't go around
knocki ng on people's doors. And | don't think
the Gty of Kingston does either.

M5. BROMN: | have a representation
that they don't know.

MR SCOIT: | just want to el aborate on
one of the answers that Ms. Holt provided with
respect to the call back and the contract that
t he devel opers will enter into in connection
with updating the project. This | DA adopted a
policy prior to that many years ago. Just
recently, approximately two years ago, New York
State required that on all industrial
devel opnent agencies in New York State. But
this I DA had adopted a policy that provided for
that type of action to be required of us well
in advance of the New York State | aw t hat
required it on all | DAs.

CHAI R LEVERETTE: Darren O Sullivan.
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Just kind of look this way so that the
st enogr apher can hear you, yes.

MR, O SULLIVAN: Hi . |I'mDarren
O Sullivan, and I"'ma city resident for 16
years.

I like the idea of what you're planning
alot. And | nmean | have pl ayed pool in that
pl ace for a couple |Ii ke weeks maybe ten or
twel ve years ago. It was a pool hall there.

It was really amazi ng. But it was gone. And
everyone | know, you know, wondered what's
going on with that building, why isn't anything
going on. And | certainly think comunities
need to support businesses comng in. And I

thi nk ny questions and comments are nore

t owar ds what Deb said about the accounti ng and
is what you're saying you're going to do going
to happen, and how is this distribution of
public noney tied to that.

A lot of people want things in Uptown
Ki ngston now, and it seens |i ke every day
there's sonething else that's going to happen
there. And there are a | ot of business owners

and buil di ng owners who invested to lay this
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ground work for that entrance. As these
proposals cone forward and prices on properties
go up, the values go up on those properties and
taxes go up. And as these types of breaks are
gi ven, those peopl e have to shoul der the
burden. The whole city does, but | think
especially for people who |ive up there and who
put everything they had into it, this isn't

that easy a thing for them And | do think

there has to be sone sort of like if they do
this, they have to do this. | " m hoping that's
true.

And the | ast question | had was, is
there still time for witten comments in case |
see anyone who would like to give one?

CHAI R LEVERETTE: Yeah. Comments are
still --

MR. O SULLIVAN: |s there a date, a
deadl i ne or --

CHAI R LEVERETTE: Qur -- the neeting is
on the 11th, right?

MR, SCOIT: So --

MS. HOLT: Yeah.

CHAI R LEVERETTE: Yeah. So we can keep
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t he public comment open until October 4th, so
we can take witten comments until October the
fourth.

24

MR, O SULLI VAN. And where, who do they

go to?

CHAI R LEVERETTE: They can be sent to
Suzanne Holt at the -- hold on, let ne get
the --

M5. HOLT: Yes. | can give you ny
card.

MR, O SULLI VAN: Ckay.

M5, HOLT: But ny address, it's
oed@o.ul ster.ny.us. O they can mail themto
the -- at the County O fice Building on the
Si xt h Fl oor, Kingston, New York 12401.

MR O SULLI VAN: The | ast thing I
wanted to say is | really hope this happens.
think it's a great idea. | just know that as
t hi ngs keep conmi ng up and as taxes go up and
rents go up and the apartnent situation is
magni fied, there's a | ot of tension out there,
and | think people want to see that these
t hi ngs are actual ly happeni ng.

And one |last thing. Deb on the
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Council, and the city and school, they have to
cone in on these budgets now, on these caps.
And so when these deals are handed out, it
makes it very difficult, |I'msure you' re aware.
And is there alimt to how nany you can do?

MR MORROW There's no limt.

MR SCOIT: What was the question?

M5, HOLT: Is there a limt on how nany
we can do.

MR SCOTT: A limt on how many what ?

M5. HOLT: The nunber of PILOTs.

MR SCOTT: But let's make sure we all
understand that, as the Chairman i ndicated,
t hese are unpaid volunteers. But these nenbers
of the Uster County | DA are appoi nted nenbers
of the U ster County Legislature, and they
serve at the pleasure of the County
Legislature. So if there's a concern about the
direction of econom c devel opnent in U ster
County, you have nore than a nunber -- you have
a nunber of access points to do that.

MR O SULLI VAN It wasn't so nmuch a
sort of public access to the process, the

questi on. It was, as these things happen, I

SMI Court Reporting (845) 452-1988



© o0 N oo o A~ w NP

N N N N NN R R R R R R R R R
O »h W N P O © © N O OO » W N B O

26

Proceedi ngs - Septenber 19, 2017
think a | ot of people want the tax base to
general |l y expand.

MR SCOIT: Sure.

MR, O SULLIVAN. And so it hel ps them
because they' ve been here and they have been
committed to doing this and it doesn't just
hurt them as new people cone in. And again,
it's nothing against this project. I think

it's a sort of, you know, who gets what, who

doesn't get it, and who gets -- who pays for
it.

MR. SCOTT: And just --

M5. HOLT: Can | expl ain?

MR. SCOIT: Do you want to?

M5. HOLT: Yeah. | was just going to

explain that the way it works with the standard
PILOT, |ike the applicants have applied for, is
the taxes stay the sane for the buil ding and
they remai n t hroughout the tine period of the
PILOT. But what the PILOT is, is an incentive
to make the investnent to nake the buil di ng
nicer and to create the jobs. And so instead
of the taxes junping on year one, you would

make the investnent in the property and the
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taxes would junp i nmedi ately, instead of that

i nmedi ate junp the taxes rise over a course of
years dependi ng on the I ength of the PILOTI.

And so the underlying taxes on the property
don't go away, it's not like they're | ess. But
over the course of the years the PILOT is in

pl ace they go up slower than they woul d. It's

not just a junp.

MR O SULLI VAN: | under st and,
understand. As this project -- if this project
is successful, it will increase the val ue of

t he surroundi ng properties, and there are
adj ust nrents nmade based on that. And peopl e pay
a |lot of taxes up there.

M5. HOLT: You're right. No, okay, |
just wanted to nake sure that you understood.

MR, O SULLI VAN: Sur e, no,
under st and. Thank you.

M5. BROMN: It goes to his point,
because in sone cases there's a 32 year PILOT.
That is the length of a PILOT that is
concerning to us. And sone projects are up
asking for a 32 year PILOIT. That' s not

beneficial to the city.
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VWhat ki nd of years are you | ooki ng at
for your PILOTs?

MS. HOLT: The PILOIs are either ten or
fifteen years.

M5. BROAN:  Ckay.

MS. HOLT: The standard PILOT. And
this is a standard PI LOT.

M5. BROAN:  Ckay.

MR, SCOTIT: Yeah.

(Cross tal k)

M5, HOLT: But the Gty of Kingston

coul d.

M5. BROAN: No, we don't, we can't do
t hat .

M5. HOLT: Onh, | don't know.

MR MORROW | don't think the | DA had
t hat one.

M5. BROWMN: RUPCO on Cedar Street,

they're | ooking at one for 32 years. So that's

why | want to get a definite -- | nmean |I'mfor
t he business, | don't want to di scourage you.
|"m for business, we need it. But it's the tax

i ssues, that the peopl e who have been here,

busi nesses, they have to make up any
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differences. And that's a concern. | nmean |
get enails, nmaybe four or five a day. And I
just wanted to nake that public that yes, we
want busi ness to cone, but you al so have to
| ook at other tax questions and how it affects
t he busi nesses that have been here.

MR MORROW Well, we |ook at that very
carefully. And that's not one of our projects.
BROWN: Who does have that?
MORROW  What ?

BROWN: Who does have that?
MORROW The City of Kingston.

55 5 2D

BROWN: We have been | eft out of it
in sone projects. So |'mjust curious.

MR MORROW That's not us. W haven't
gotten an application from RUPCO

M5. BROMN: No.

MR MORROW So we need to be accurate

t oo.

M5. BROAN: That was a county property,
so --

MR MORROW It has nothing to do wth
| DA.

CHAI R LEVERETTE: Are there any other
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fol ks who didn't sign the sheet who would |i ke
to present a comment ?

(No response)

CHAI R LEVERETTE: Wbul d either of you
two |li ke to have anot her --

MR. G ARDULLO  Sure.

Thanks for the general support. It's
definitely encouragi ng.

Yeah, | think in general we expect to
pay nore in taxes than this building has ever
brought i n before. I mean | think just by
havi ng bought it we brought it back into
probably -- do you want to speak to that?

MR LEWS: Just so you know the
hi story of how we purchased the buil ding, we
purchased it in an auction in federal
bankr uptcy. In the auction we had to pay
twel ve years of back taxes in cash, $162, 000 up
front. The building hadn't been paid, there
was no taxes on this building for twelve years.
And that's very inportant to know.

And then on top of that we had to get
reassessed and reeval uate the purchase pri ce.

Si nce then we have been payi ng our taxes, which
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are roughly | believe $20,000 a year on top of
that. So that's $20,000 on top of the new roll
that hadn't been paid in the twelve years
prior. And to be honest wth you, it triggered
what's been going on here in full. And while I
fully agree with the sentinents of what's going
on, when you purchase a building and it gets
reassessed, it gets reassessed at the new
mar ket rate. It's not being paid on the old
tax system where the building was a mllion
dollars, the old assessnent was a mllion
dollars. That's not what it is anynore. | had
anot her buil di ng uptown, and that assessnent,
it doubled ny taxes, that new assessnent. So
if I were to apply for a PILOT, it's based on
nmy new assessnent.

And | totally synpathize wth
everything that's goi ng on. But there is no
nmoney changi ng hands. It's com ng towards us
fromthe Cty of Kingston. If anything, a | ot
of the businesses that are com ng out, nanely
ours, we're bringing these buil di ngs back
online with new i nnovati ve i deas, creating

sal es t axes. | mean our nunbers al one on a
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conservative level, the sales taxes are what,
$800, 000, sonmething like that in sales,
sonet hing of that natter. It's high enough
where we're tal king about nunbers that are far
beyond what the property values are. And it's
i nportant to know as we go forward that other
projects will cone along. And I won't speak to
t hose projects because | can't.

MR. G ARDULLO Yeah. And then wth
the jobs and the taxes paid on that by other
folks li ke us and by other businesses in the
bui |l ding and ny enpl oyees, | nean all of these
things are relative.

But | nean it does conme back to we do
expect, you know, in this program you know,
our taxes are going to go up. It's just
we're -- you know, to pour mllions of dollars
into one building and then have the taxes junp
overni ght, you know, and the grocery business,
let's face it, is a very | ow market busi ness
for anybody that knows anything about it. So
it's -- there's a lot of risk in it already,
and every bit helps. And so that's what we are

really asking for. But, you know, we're not
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asking for anything back from you know, from
what the City is getting. W want to add to
that, just a little bit nore on Broadway, you
know, and that's what these prograns are bill ed
for.

Thank you, guys.

MR LEWS: Thank you, and thank you to
the IDA for helping us with assi stance.

CHAIR LEVERETTE: So if there are no
further comments, | will now close this public
hearing at 7:32 p.m Thank you all for
at t endi ng.

(Time noted: 7:32 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK

N N

SS:
COUNTY OF DUTCHESS )
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transcript is a true record of such
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I further certify that I am not
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parties in this matter and that I amin no way
interested in the outcone of this matter.
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David Cook

207 Village Court
Kingston, NY 12401

(845) 383-1459

Suzanne Holt
Office of Economic Development

Ulster County Development Agency

Dear Ms. Holt,

The purpose of this letter is to provide written comment about the
public hearing on the Woolworth building project. I was unable to
attend on September 19 and am grateful for the opportunity of a written
comment period through October 4.

Last fall, I recall a Daily Freeman article about the pink granite facade on
that building, and a dispute about the owners' right to replace it. I feel
that the owner, Mr. Giardullo, could acknowledge that his building and
the Stockade District should retain its fullest historical character
whenever possible.

Personally looking forward to the food service business becoming
operational, I hope that BBG Development remains laser- focused on
moving this project to fruition. The pink granite issue should be easily
put to rest and left as is.

Thank-you.

Sincerely,

o RECEIVED
David Cook ' SEP 25 2017

ULSTER COUNTY OFFICE OF
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT






From: Bart Robins <robinsb2@hvc.rr.com>
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 5:05 AM
To: oed

Cc: debbrownward9@gmail.com

Subject: Public hearings.

Susan Holt:

Please schedule public hearings at a more convenient time.
I am against all the pilot programs and cannot make public hearings during the day.

Bart W Robins
51 Trenton St.
Kingston NY 12401.

Sent from my iPhone





