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EDUCATION



Reality Check – Garbage Doesn’t Disappear 
At the Curb. No REALLY, it DOESN’T
2008 – 800 tons of garbage was going from New Paltz to a 
landfill 4 ½ hours away. Nearly 2500 gallons of diesel was being used 
for long haul transportation

One hundred and twenty (120) containers of mandated recyclable 
material had a 32 mile round trip to a MRF using nearly 720 gallons 
of diesel annually

40% of the waste stream is recoverable organics including food 
suitable for human and animal consumption or composting.

At 22.4 lbs of CO2 per gallon of diesel (www.eia.gov) 16,128 lbs of 
CO2 is created annually just to transport the Town’s recyclables.

http://www.eia.gov/




New Paltz Zero Waste Action Plan

Creation of Committees Based on Public Input

- Compliance/Enforcement
- Gardens, Composting and Biofuels
- Sub-Urban Planning and Financing
- Reuse, Recycling and Education
- Green Businesses
- Zero Waste in Government



Tonnage dropped by 63%





2016 SUNY New Paltz Dorm Cleanout (7) tons
2017 SUNY New Paltz Dorm Cleanout (5) tons

Textile Collection/Clothing Swap/Winter Coat Drive (8) 
tons

2017 NYSAR3 Private Citizens Award for Waste 
Reduction to our community volunteers

2018 NYSAR3 Award Public Private Partnership with 
Sodexo



Sharing Ideas and Information 

Great Community Giveaway/Campus Cleanout

Supporting new programs

Hudson Valley Tool Share 

Clothing swaps at schools

Annual Winter Coat Drive

Sustainable Warwick – Residents dropped off items. 
650 people attended their first event



Repair Café celebrated its 6
th year



Feed the Hog – accept holiday pumpkins for livestock
Shredded paper – for livestock and composting
Food Recovery – from local retail store for livestock





UPDATE: The New Paltz Food 
Recovery Program has collected 
21 tons of food and been twiced 
recognized by the EPA



Volunteers Created and 
Initiated More Programs

- Bike Leasing Program (TBA)
-  Clearwater Road Sculpture Park
-  Film Series to engage public
- Food Recovery (now in final EPA hierarchy stage)
- Textile Collection
- Med Shed
- Spare Share
- Edible Trail and demonstration gardens
- Working Greenhouse with garden

-Scrapped Kitchen
- Cool Bot© refrigerated shed
- Donations tripled AND are continuing to increase
- The town still made its projected revenues



2018 Programs Zero Waste Programs

Med Shed

Bike Shed

Greenhouse Sculpture Park
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