Ulster County Government Energy Policy & Implementation Guidebook
In 2008, the Ulster County Legislature unanimously adopted the Ulster County Government Energy Policy.  The County will The Policy will guide the County as it implements economical, energy efficient technologies and practices. The County will use an Energy Performance Contract as one way to maximize energy efficiency in all its buildings at minimal cost. Energy Performance Contracting is an innovative financing technique that uses cost savings from reduced energy consumption to repay the cost of installing energy conservation measures.
[Insert link to PDF] 
Federal Stimulus Funding for Energy Independence: 
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery Act) provides funding to stimulate the U.S. economy in the wake of the economic downturn. The Recovery Act is designed to create and save jobs, jumpstart our economy, and build the foundation for long-term economic growth. It includes measures to enhance America's energy independence by reducing total energy use and fossil fuel emissions, along with substantial improvements in overall energy efficiency. http://www.recovery.gov/ 
Economic Recovery and Energy in New York State:
The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) helps New Yorkers use the energy efficiency and conservation opportunities offered by the Recovery Act. http://www.nyserda.org/economicrecovery/default.asp
Other UC Government

 Ulster County’s Legislature’s Environmental Committee sets policy for the conservation or use of land, water and air.  within the scope of the authority of the County Legislature, and  reviews contracts pertaining to, but not limited to, the activities of the Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency, Department of Environment, Environmental Management Council, Soil and Water Conservation District and Forest Practice Board.

View a calendar of legislative meetings at http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=uccalendar&PHPSESSID=c12992514edb17a39d521ff4336c7987&jsenabled=1&winH=593
Members: 

Brian Shapiro, Chairman; Gary Bischoff; Dean J. Fabiano; Richard A. Parete; Laura Petit,  Kevin Roberts, Hector S. Rodriguez

To contact legislators, see http://www.co.ulster.ny.us/legislature.html#1
For committee agendas and minutes, see http://www.co.ulster.ny.us/committeesinfo/index.html
Green Ribbon Task Force 
Recycling Oversight Committee
Trails Advisory Board  

Municipal laws can be accessed at http://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html
Environmental Management Council 
The Environmental Management Council (EMC) meets monthly. Its “purpose shall be to review and advise the county and local governments on present and proposed methods of using, protecting and conserving the environment for the benefit of all the people.  The EMC usually meets the last Wednesday of each month at SUNY-Ulster, but call 338-7287 to confirm.
Pesticide Notification & Use:
Ulster County has adopted NYS’ Neighbor Notification Law for commercial and residential lawn pesticide applications. The Health Department enforces the law; see http://www.ulstercountyny.gov/health/neighbor-notification-law.html. For state law details, see http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8529.html
Ulster County non-toxic pest management law:  
http://www.co.ulster.ny.us/resolution-archives/2009/LL%20No.%204%20of%202009.pdf
Notification of pesticide application in NYS schools:
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/materials_minerals_pdf/SED_Neighbor_Notification_Law_409h.pdf
allied agencies:

links to coordinated departments with public programs
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UC Towns: 

Municipal laws can be accessed at http://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html
Ulster County Cities & Towns:  http://www.co.ulster.ny.us/links.html#cities

Workforce Development for 21st Century “Green Jobs” 
SUNY-Delhi: Photovoltaics Design & Installation http://www.delhi.edu/bcs/PV.php
Center for Energy Efficiency and Building Science (CEEBS) Learning Centers

 https://www.hvcc.edu/ceebs/locations.html
Climate Protection Resources

Climate Change and New York's Future

Is climate change real?

Yes, say more than 3,700 scientific experts from 130 countries who make up the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). A [2007] IPCC report, concluded that the earth has warmed during the last century, that warming is changing the planet's climate, and that much of the warming comes from burning fossil fuels (coal, oil, natural gas) to generate electricity and to power vehicles and buildings.
Yes, say scientists in the Northeast Climate Impacts Assessment and the U.S. Global Change Research Program, both of which focus on climate change in the northeastern United States. They conclude that we can head off the worst effects of climate change in our area by improving the way we produce and use energy.- From Climate Change and New York’s Future, by Kristen Marcell and Art DeGaetano, 8/07 [DEC] Conservationist 
Climate protection resources for local governments, non-profits, and businesses.

Implementing and documenting climate protection progress:

NYS Climate Smart Communities is a partnership of state and local governments to respond to and prepare for climate change. The program emphasizes local actions that will save taxpayer dollars and support other community goals while protecting the climate. As of August 2009, forty-one New York communities had taken the Climate Smart Communities pledge.http://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/50845.html?showprintstyles
The Climate Registry’s slogan is “North America’s Leaders Solving Climate Change Together.”  This nonprofit collaboration includes county governments. Members demonstrate their environmental leadership by voluntarily committing to measure, verify, and publicly report their greenhouse gas emissions to The Registry. http://www.theclimateregistry.org/ 
ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability is an international association of local governments dedicated to climate protection and sustainable development. ICLEI.-USA has over 500 United States government members.  See http://www.icleiusa.org/
Greenhouse Gas Inventory Training
EPA webcasts to aid local, regional, and state governments in creating greenhouse gas inventories. .

http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/state_training.html
US Climate Change Science Program: http://www.climatescience.gov/default.php  

US Global Change Research Program – “Integrating federal research on climate and global change”: http://www.globalchange.gov/
US Department of the Energy (DOE) climate change: http://www.energy.gov/environment/climatechange.htm
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) climate change: http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Office of Climate Change: http://www.dec.ny.gov/about/43166.html
Local climate change information: 
Climate Change and New York’s Future, August 2007 Conservationist magazine (published by NYS DEC)

http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration_pdf/0807climchange.pdf
New York - Confronting Climate Change in the U.S. Northeast: http://www.climatechoices.org/assets/documents/climatechoices/new-york_necia.pdf
Climate Change is the topic of the entire Spring 2009 Conservationist for Kids magazine (published by NYS DEC) http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration_pdf/0807climchange.pdf
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) climate change Kids’ Site: http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/kids/index.html
General Environmental Resources 

Energy Links –
New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) promotes innovative technologies to improve the State’s energy efficiency, economy, and environmental well being . Their EnergySmart program offer energy audits and financial incentives for energy conservation projects. 
http://www.nyserda.org/, http://www.getenergysmart.org/

FAQs - Solar Energy Installers; Customers; Schools. 


http://www.powernaturally.org/About/FAQs.asp

Solar Electric Incentive Program 

http://www.powernaturally.com/Programs/Solar/incentives.asp
Database of State Incentives for Renewables & Efficiency (New York)
http://www.dsireusa.org/library/includes/map2.cfm?CurrentPageID=1&State=NY&RE=1&EE=1
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency / U.S. Dept. of Energy - “Energy Star” Program

Save money and protect the environment through energy efficient products and practices. 

http://www.energystar.gov/
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) 
The DOE’s mission includes advance the national, economic, and energy security of the United States, and promoting America’s energy security through reliable, clean, and affordable energy.  http://www.energy.gov/
DOE Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy http://www.eere.energy.gov/
U.S. Energy Information Administration - “Official Energy Statistics”: http://www.eia.doe.gov/:
Energy Basics 101: http://www.eia.doe.gov/basics/energybasics101.html
“LEED” certification: U.S. Green Building Council 
Certifiy your green building & learn about green building: http://www.usgbc.org/
For Households: 

Central Hudson & Greener Electricity  http://www.cenhud.com/energy_choice/green_energy.html      

Buying Green Power in NYS: http://apps3.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/buying/buying_power.shtml?state=NY
Wind Power

The mission of Community Energy, Inc. is to supply the demand for fuel-free energy by providing winhrough the construction of new wind farms, renewable energy sales, and increase the availability of wind generated electricity. 

http://www.newwindenergy.com/
Fuel Efficient Vehicles

· U.S. Department of Energy (Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy)


http://www.fueleconomy.gov/
· U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - Green Vehicle Guide

http://www.epa.gov/greenvehicles/Index.do
· Clean Air Conservancy - Vehicle CO2 Emissions


http://www.cleanairconservancy.org/calculator_auto_info.php
· The Daily Green - The 10 Most Fuel-Efficient 2008 Vehicles 


http://www.thedailygreen.com/environmental-news/latest/fuel-efficient-vehicles-47021501
Energy

For governments and institutions

Climate Smart Communities: http://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/50845.html
For individuals

For activists

“Green”, “Eco-Friendly”, “Environmentally Responsible” Resources

http://www.sustainhv.org/
http://www.lowimpactliving.com
http://www.thedailygreen.com
http://www.nuride.com/nuride/main/main.jsp
Environmental Education Links -
Ashokan Center

http://www.ashokancenter.org/
Catskill Center for Conservation & Development

http://www.catskillcenter.org/programs/edu/enviredu.html
Clearwater -  Esopus Meadows Environmental Center

Clearwater -  Hudson River Sloop Clearwater
www.clearwater.org
Forsyth Nature Center
www.forsythnaturecenter.org
Hudson River Maritime Museum

www.hrmm.org
Minnewaska State Park Preserve

www.nysparks.com
Stony Kill Farm Environmental Education Center

http://www.dec.ny.gov/education/1833.html 
Climate Change is the topic of the entire Spring 2009 Conservationist for Kids magazine (published by NYS DEC) http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration_pdf/0807climchange.pdf
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) climate change Kids’ Site: http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/kids/index.html
Air quality:

Local air quality: http://www.cleanairny.org/LocalAirQuality/Default.aspx
Sign up for real-time updates on Air Quality Action Days: http://www.cleanairny.org/WhatIsCANY/CleanAirQAs.aspx#
American Lung Association in New York: http://www.alany.org/site/c.kmKWJbNTJtF/b.2802033/k.BD49/Home.htm
Asthma & Your Child: http://www.health.state.ny.us/diseases/asthma/brochures/4819.htm
Asthma and Your Child Asthma and Your Child
Transportation: 
Ulster County Transportation Council
http://www.co.ulster.ny.us/planning/tran.html
Ulster County Non-motorized Transportation Plan: 
http://www.altaprojects.net/ulsternmtp/
Ride sharing for commuters: NuRide - http://www.nuride.com/nuride/main/main.jsp
Ulster County Area Transit: http://www.co.ulster.ny.us/ucat/index.html

Solid Waste & Recycling:

Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency: 

EPA Green Building http://www.epa.gov/greenbuilding/pubs/components.htm
Green Office Practices: 

Energy Star energy conservation standards for Purchasing & Procurement: http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=bulk_purchasing.bus_purchasing 
EPEAT green electronics  purchasing standards: http://www.epeat.net/default.aspx
Energy Star (energy conservation standards): http://www.energystar.gov/
Green Building Information: http://www.nrdc.org/buildinggreen/default.asp
Green Economy: http://apolloalliance.org/
Local Education for “Green Collar” Jobs:
Sustainability training for homeowners & professionals at SUNY-Ulster
http://www.sunyulster.edu/continuing_ed/noncredit_programs/sustainability.jsp
Click here to listen to the WDST Radio ad for the Sustainable Building Program. 

Ulster BOCES Career Track: http://registration.xenegrade.com/ulsterboces/searchResults.cfm?prgID=2
Ulster BOCES Continuing Education: http://registration.xenegrade.com/ulsterboces/searchResults.cfm?prgID=1
Center for Market Innovation - Strategies for a Stronger Economy and a Healthy Environment http://www.marketinnovation.org/
Environmental Entrepreneurs (E2) http://www.e2.org/jsp/generic.jsp
Land Use:
Recycling Oversight Committee
