Ulster County Government Energy Policy & Implementation Guidebook

In 2008, the Ulster County Legislature unanimously adopted an Energy Policy to guide the County as it implements economical, energy efficient technologies and practices. Ulster County [expects, intends to] will use an Energy Performance Contract as one way to maximize energy efficiency in all its buildings at minimal cost. Energy Performance Contracting is an innovative financing technique that uses cost savings from reduced energy consumption to repay the cost of installing energy conservation measures.
[Insert link to PDF] 
Other UC Government

 Ulster County’s Legislature’s Environmental Committee sets policy for the conservation or use of land, water and air.  within the scope of the authority of the County Legislature, and  reviews contracts pertaining to, but not limited to, the activities of the Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency, Department of Environment, Environmental Management Council, Soil and Water Conservation District and Forest Practice Board.

View a calendar of legislative meetings at http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=uccalendar&PHPSESSID=c12992514edb17a39d521ff4336c7987&jsenabled=1&winH=593
Members: 

Brian Shapiro, Chairman; Gary Bischoff; Dean J. Fabiano; Richard A. Parete; Laura Petit,  Kevin Roberts, Hector S. Rodriguez

To contact legislators, see http://www.co.ulster.ny.us/legislature.html#1
For committee agendas and minutes, see http://www.co.ulster.ny.us/committeesinfo/index.html
The Legislature ’s Green Ribbon Task Force began meeting in August 2009.  See http://www.co.ulster.ny.us/legislative_press/081120091.pdf
The Recycling Oversight Committee advises the Legislature and the a
The Trails Advisory Board  advises the Legislature. See
Municipal laws can be accessed at http://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html
Environmental Management Council 
The Environmental Management Council (EMC) meets monthly. Its “purpose shall be to review and advise the county and local governments on present and proposed methods of using, protecting and conserving the environment for the benefit of all the people.  The EMC usually meets the last Wednesday of each month at SUNY-Ulster, but call 338-7287 to confirm.
Pesticide Notification & Use:
Ulster County has adopted NYS’ Neighbor Notification Law for commercial and residential lawn pesticide applications. The Health Department enforces the law; see http://www.ulstercountyny.gov/health/neighbor-notification-law.html. For state law details, see http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8529.html
Ulster County non-toxic pest management law:  
http://www.co.ulster.ny.us/resolution-archives/2009/LL%20No.%204%20of%202009.pdf
Notification of pesticide application in NYS schools:
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/materials_minerals_pdf/SED_Neighbor_Notification_Law_409h.pdf
allied agencies:

links to coordinated departments with public programs

CCE

S&W
Health

Ulster County Soil & Water Conservation District’s mission is the improvement of water quality and the preservation of the County's natural resources See www.ucswcd.org
UC Towns: 

Municipal laws can be accessed at http://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html
Ulster County Cities & Towns:  http://www.co.ulster.ny.us/links.html#cities
Recycling Oversight Committee
General Environmental Resources 

Energy

For governments and institutions

New York State program, Climate Smart Communities: http://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/50845.html
For individuals

For activists

“Green”, “Eco-Friendly”, “Environmentally Responsible” Resources

http://www.sustainhv.org/
http://www.lowimpactliving.com
http://www.thedailygreen.com
http://www.nuride.com/nuride/main/main.jsp
Climate Change is the topic of the entire Spring 2009 Conservationist for Kids magazine (published by NYS DEC) http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration_pdf/0807climchange.pdf
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) climate change Kids’ Site: http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/kids/index.html
Air quality:

Local air quality: http://www.cleanairny.org/LocalAirQuality/Default.aspx
Sign up for real-time updates on Air Quality Action Days: http://www.cleanairny.org/WhatIsCANY/CleanAirQAs.aspx#
American Lung Association in New York: http://www.alany.org/site/c.kmKWJbNTJtF/b.2802033/k.BD49/Home.htm
Asthma & Your Child: http://www.health.state.ny.us/diseases/asthma/brochures/4819.htmAsthma and Your Child Asthma and Your Child
Transportation: 

Ulster County Transportation Council
http://www.co.ulster.ny.us/planning/tran.html
Ulster County Non-motorized Transportation Plan: 
http://www.altaprojects.net/ulsternmtp/
Ride sharing for commuters: NuRide - http://www.nuride.com/nuride/main/main.jsp
Ulster County Area Transit: http://www.co.ulster.ny.us/ucat/index.html

Solid Waste & Recycling:

Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency: 
EPA Green Building http://www.epa.gov/greenbuilding/pubs/components.htm
Green Office Practices: 
Energy Star energy conservation standards for Purchasing & Procurement: http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=bulk_purchasing.bus_purchasing 

EPEAT green electronics purchasing standards: http://www.epeat.net/default.aspx
Energy Star (energy conservation standards): http://www.energystar.gov/
Land Use:

Action Alerts: 
NYS DEC’s Invasives & pests
Land Use

Air

Water

Link to HRBW wshed group listing

Ashokan Watershed Stream Management Program   
Focus: Ashokan Reservoir Watershed (Upper Esopus Creek and Tributaries)
Contact: Elizabeth Higgins, Project Coordinator
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Ulster County
10 Westbrook Lane
Kingston, NY 12401
845-688-3047
emh56@cornell.edu

Cornell Co-operative Extension   
Focus: Upper Esopus Creek
Contact: Jeremy Magliaro
10 Westbrook Lane
Kingston, NY 12401
845-340-3990
mcc55@cornell.edu

Lower Esopus Watershed Partnership
Focus: Lower Esopus Watershed
loweresopuswatershed.org
Candace Balmer, Project Coordinator
845-679-0565
fax 845-679-0640
cbalmer@rcapsolutions.org
Kate Hyman, Project Liaison
845-679-7541
khyman@mac.com
Mary McNamara, Education & Outreach
845-679-0076
marywaterbyrd@gmail.com
Protect the Plattekill Creek & Watershed   
Focus: Plattekill Watershed
Contact: Sandra Thorpe
290 Fish Creek Rd.
Saugerties, NY 12477
845-246-7174
rthorpe@hvc.rr.net

Rondout Creek Watershed Council   
Focus: Rondout Creek Watershed
Contact: Victor-Pierre Melendez
112 Little Market St.
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-454-7673 x112
victor@clearwater.org

Sawkill Watershed Alliance   
Focus: Saw Kill Watershed
Mary McNamara
PO Box 241
Woodstock, NY 12498
845-679-0076
marywaterbyrd@gmail.com

Wallkill River Task Force   
Focus: Wallkill River Watershed
c/o Orange County Land Trust
P.O. Box 2442
Middletown, NY 10940
Karin@oclt.org
Water testing – The Kingston Water Department tests water for e.coli (fecal coliform bacteria) for $30.

City of Kingston Water Department 
111 Jansen Avenue 
Kingston, NY 12401

(845) 331-0175 
Education & Recreation

· Land

· Water
Special Ulster County Fishing Regulations: http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/31500.html
Special Fishing Regulations for New York City Reservoirs:

http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/31426.html
DEP Watershed Recreation Access Permit System http://a826-web01.nyc.gov/recpermitapp/
green boating 
The Hudson River Valley Greenway water trail provide access points, including campsites, along the river: http://www.hudsongreenway.state.ny.us/conserv/watertr.htm
Water links –, boat hygiene re stormwater, invasives

Fishing permits – DEC
Fish Consumption Advisories: NYS Department of Health’s Chemicals in Sportfish and Game: 2009-2010 Health Advisories http://www.health.state.ny.us/environmental/outdoors/fish/fish.htm
Hiking: UC tourism Hudson River Ramble, Greenway trails (water, land)
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Environmental Education:

http://www.epa.gov/enviroed/
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Environmental Education:

http://www.dec.ny.gov/26.html
Link to ee pdf?
 National Wildlife Federation’s Nature Finder: http://www.nwf.org/naturefind/
Wildlife – bee swarms, animal control officers, feral cat folk

Wildlife Questions & Problems: DEC Wildlife: (845) 256-3098

Nuisance animal control:  “trap and transfer” control:   http://nwco.net/052-StepTwoChooseManagementOptions/5-4-2-TrapAndTransfer.asp
Fishing/watershed access permits – DEC, DEP

http://www.libertyviewfarm.biz/website/Welcome.html
Honey bee removal:  swarm relocation by professional beekeepers

Chris Harp: Home: 845-255-6113 Cell: 914-299-9103
George Parker 255-0670 

check if OK to list

Recycling

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
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Hudson Valley Materials Exchange – “Stuff Central”- sells things, including building materials, rescued from the business waste stream: http://www.hvmaterialsexchange.com/
http://www.ucrra.org/recycling/recyclinglinks.pdf
Solid Waste recycling: 

Ulster County Resource Recovery Agency

http://www.ucrra.org/
The Freecycle Network is all about reuse and keeping good stuff out of landfills: http://www.freecycle.org/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HudsonValleyEcycle/
Free Sharing.org 
Sharing is Giving.org
ReUseIt Network.org
Electronics recycling: http://www.ucrra.org/recycling/electronics.htm
Clothing recycling:  

Sustainability: 

Kingston based sustainability organization:

Sustainable Hudson Valley: http://www.sustainhv.org/
Personal ecological footprint: http://www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/personal_footprint/
“DEP” – New York City Department of Environmental Protection 

Watershed Protection & Recreation links http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/watershed_protection/index.shtml
“DEC” - NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, Region 3

21 South Putt Corners, New Paltz, NY 12561
(845) 256-3000 

Hours: 8:30- 4:45 M-F

Region 3 Environmental Law Enforcement: (845) 256-3013

DEC 24 hour spills hotline: (800) 457-7362

· Invasive species
Invasives:
· Emerald Ash Borer has been found in NYS. See http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7253.html
· The Asian Longhorn Beetle is still a concern. http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7255.html
· The DEC campaigns to prevent the movement of firewood as a vector for invasive forest pests. See http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/28722.html 

Pharmaceutical disposal: www.dontflushyourdrugs.netis a DEC initiative to help reduce the growing presence of pharmaceuticals in water bodies.  

UC towns’ environmental laws, commissions: 
UC towns’ websites http://www.co.ulster.ny.us/links.html
 Planning – land use documents, transportation

Link to a glossary –

TDR, easement, 

Land Use

Land preservation – local land trusts, osi, tpl,

Training: Pace Land Use Law Center offers lawyers, land use professionals, citizens and developers assistance that enables them to achieve sustainable development at the local and regional level. http://www.pace.edu/page.cfm?doc_id=23239
Land Use

Land preservation – local land trusts, osi, tpl,

Training: 
Pace Land Use Law Center: Ordinance database has over 700 separate sample ordinances and other resources for local land use leaders. http://www.landuse.law.pace.edu.  

New York State municipal ordinances: http://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html#newy
UCAT – mass transit

Sustainability - shv

Activism

Energy 

Energy star

NYSERDA

$$

Institutional, Individual


Anything for landlords?

Resource guides eg green guide

EE

Local green initiatives: UC, regional – Rotate monthly
Green tips – rotate monthly
ALERTS:

Pests, don’t move firewood, ALIENS

AIR: updates re owb, open burning, link to sign up for air alerts, UC air quality 

Energy performance contracting allows you to divert funds that would be spent on energy bills into investments in your buildings.

Energy Performance Contracting is an innovative financing technique that uses cost savings from reduced energy consumption to repay the cost of installing energy conservation measures.

http://www.hudsonwatershed.org/subbasin.html
Ulster County  Watershed management

Ashokan Watershed Stream Management Program coordinates stream management in the Ashokan Reservoir Watershed.  www.esopuscreek.org.  
Air Quality:
view the DEC’s forecasts for ozone and fine particulates at http://www.dec.ny.gov/cfmx/extapps/aqi/aqi_forecast.cfm?CFID=604093&CFTOKEN=67195850&jsessionid=mDRHBldSsJ2HcavmlKFPc6v or

 sign up for air quality action updates at http://www.cleanairny.org/Home/Default.aspx .

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC):

Home page

Conservationist magazine online http://www.dec.ny.gov/pubs/conservationist.html
Fishing, Hunting and Trapping Licenses http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/365.html
Local nature links:

Hudson River Almanac:

Ulster County Sportsmens Association

Trout Unlimited (TU)

Ducks unlimited

Ulster County birding map: John Burroughs Natural History Society: http://www.jbnhs.org/
Ulster County tours & trails: http://www.ulstertourism.info/todo/tours.html#Catskills
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC):

Home page

http://www.ucsusa.org/publications/greentips/
Recycling:  From UCRRA & UC gov websites

CCE

National Geographic’s Green Guide to comsuming wisely: http://www.thegreenguide.com/
Natural Resource Defense Council: 

Union of Concerned Scientist Green Tips- “environmental ideas in action”: http://www.ucsusa.org/publications/greentips/
· Town of Woodstock’s Green Guide is on their website. http://woodstockny.org/content/Generic/View/9:field=documents;/content/Documents/File/111.pdf 

Ulster County Soil & Water Conservation District’s mission is the improvement of water quality and the preservation of the County's natural resources See www.ucswcd.org
Municipal laws can be accessed at http://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html
Ulster County Soil & Water Conservation District’s mission is the improvement of water quality and the preservation of the County's natural resources See www.ucswcd.org
Municipal laws can be accessed at http://www.generalcode.com/Webcode2.html
Sustainability: 

Personal ecological footprint: http://www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/personal_footprint/
Kingston based sustainability organization:

Sustainable Hudson Valley: http://www.sustainhv.org/
 
Emerging Environmental Concerns

Pharmaceuticals and Personal Care Products as Pollutants (PPCPs) http://www.epa.gov/ppcp/
Natural Gas Drilling & Marcellus Shale: 


· general information: http://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/46288.html 

· final scope for draft SGEIS on the oil, gas and solution mining regulatory program: http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/materials_minerals_pdf/finalscope.pdf  
· Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) Natural Gas Development Resource Center:  http://gasleasing.cce.cornell.edu/ 
Ulster County Schools Recycling Club http://www.ucrra.org/recycling/schoolrecyclingclub.htm#
See NYS’s plastic bag law at http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/50034.html
Green Living Tips & Resources - “Making every day Earth Day” 
Sustainable Hudson Valley: Kingston based 
NYS DEC’s Green Living: http://www.dec.ny.gov/public/337.html,

NYS DEC’s Green Living Listserve: http://www.dec.ny.gov/environmentdec/57547.html
(only updated “seasonally”; not a flood of mail)
National Geographic’s Green Guide: http://www.thegreenguide.com/
Union of Concerned Scientists’ Green Tips: http://www.ucsusa.org/publications/greentips/
Natural Resource Defense Council’s Green Living: http://www.nrdc.org/greenliving/
The Daily Green: http://www.thedailygreen.com/
