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Organics Generated and Percent Diverted 
from Disposal
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Less than 3% of Excess Food and Food 
Scraps Diverted from Disposal Within NYS
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Composting is part of the solution!

Source: http://www.hvmag.com/Hudson-Valley-Magazine/Neighborhoods/Ulster-County/
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Source: http://www.ucrra.org/
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Wasted Food

40 percent of food in the 

United States is never eaten1

1 in 8 New Yorkers are food insecure 

(about 2.5 million people)2

1Gunders, Dana & Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC). "Wasted: How America Is Losing 

Up to 40 Percent of Its Food from Farm to Fork to Landfill". Second Edition, 2017. 

2 Feeding America’s Map the Meal Gap, 2017
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At the Top
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Reduce Food Waste: 

3rd most impact out 

of 100 activities
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Solutions
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Solutions
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SavetheFood.com
Ad Council and NRDC partnership
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Food Too Good To Waste (FTGTW)

USEPA tips and tools to reduce wasted food from homes

Food To Good To Waste is a USEPA program
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Measurement Bag

“Get Smart”

Measurement raises 

household 

awareness!

Food To Good To Waste is a USEPA program
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Shopping List Template

Food To Good To Waste is a USEPA program
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“Eat Me First” Prompt

Food To Good To Waste is a USEPA program
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NYS Solutions

• NYSAR3 Food Recovery 
Campaign

• NYS Pollution Prevention 
Institute

• Legal Fact Sheets for Donation
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https://www.nysar3.org/pa

ge/food-recovery-121.html
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NYSAR3 Pledge Campaign

I pledge to reduce wasted food in my home by . . . 

o Eating all leftovers and perishable foods first
o Checking my home before shopping 
o Making a plan/grocery list before shopping
o Properly storing, freezing, and canning foods
o Donating extra food from pantry and garden
o Volunteering for a local food pantry or meal 

center
o Composting all inedible foods scraps 

https://www.nysar3.org/page/food-recovery-121.html
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https://www.rit.edu/affiliate/nysp2i/food/
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https://www.nysar3.org/page/more-information-132.html
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NYS Solutions

• Proposed Governor’s 
Program Bill 

• Would require large 
generators to donate, 
recycle

• May pass in a future year
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NYS Solutions New State funding provides 

• $1.2 million to municipalities x 2

• 0.8 million x 2 for emergency 
food relief organizations

• $2.8 million to food banks

• $4 million to large generators
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Municipal Funding – Project Example

2017/18 Funding

• $205,500

• For three distribution centers to store and transport 
food to small pantries and meal sites 
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A collaboration between Food Bank of Central New York, the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation, and the Central NY community.

Cold Storage Capacity  Solution
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2018/19 Municipal Funding – Food 
Reduction, Donation, Recycling

State Grant Up to $250,000/project
80% - Outreach and Education
80% - Staff
50% - Capital and Construction Costs 
(Engineering limited to 15%)

See the Grants Gateway for details and to apply. 
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2018/19 Food Pantries, Meal Sites 

State Grant Up to $15,000/project
90% - Outreach, Education, and Staff
90% - Capital and Construction Costs 

Must be 501(c)(3) Not-for-profit

See the Grants Gateway for details and to apply. 
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2018/19 Funding – Wasted Food and 
Food  Scraps

Municipalities Pantries/meal sites

Applications March 1, 2019 February 1, 2019
are due 3:00 PM 3:00 PM

Last day to February 22 January 25
submit questions
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Funding Contacts for NYSDEC Grants
(2018/19) $ 1.2 million for municipalities and 

$0.8 million for food pantries and meal sites 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/114499.html

• Questions: organicsgrants@dec.ny.gov
• Grants Gateway: 
https://grantsgateway.ny.gov/IntelliGrants_NYSGG/module/nysgg/g
oportal.aspx?NavItem1=3
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Thank You

Gary Feinland
Environmental Program Specialist II

Division of Materials Management

gary.feinland@dec.ny.gov


