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Purpose 

To provide the Ulster County Legislature with the requisite information to 
execute the legislative requirement concerning the inclusion of land into 
agricultural districts.

Contents
AFPB Recommendation Letter

Background and Procedure
Summary of Recommendation

Public Hearing Information
Action Required

Details of AFPB Recommendation
Additional Information 

Agricultural District Summary Tables
2020 Voting Results for Agricultural District Inclusion Applications

Inclusion Applications and Presentation to AFPB
are filed with the Clerk of the Legislature

Acknowledgements 
 

    Robert Magnanini, Chair, Ulster County Agricultural & Farmland Protection Board 
 
    Dennis Doyle, Director, Ulster County Planning Department 
 
    Christian Malsatzki, Agriculture Program Leader, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Ulster County 
     

Tara Kleinhans, PR and Development Manager, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Ulster County 
     
    Burt Samuelson, Senior Planner, Ulster County Planning Department 
 

Ulster County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board 
 

John Adams 
 
Polly Armour 
 
Bruce Davenport 
 
James Delaune 
 
Dennis Doyle 
   

 
 

Chris Kelder 
 
Robert Magnanini 
 
Christian Malsatzki 
 
Len Tantillo 
 
Tracey Williams 

 
 

 



1



Background
Addition of lands to certified agricultural districts is governed by NYS
Agriculture & Markets Law (AML), Article 25 AA Section 303-b. It directs
county legislative bodies to designate an annual thirty-day period during
which landowners may request inclusion of predominantly viable
agricultural land into an agricultural district. The Ulster County Legislature
adopted Resolution 322 on December 4, 2003, designating March 1 through
March 30 as the specified annual period. Since the Annual Inclusion
program began in 2004, the County has added 280 parcels, or 8,700 acres,
to its agricultural districts

Procedure
A Notice of 30 Day Review was issued to all Town/Village/City Clerks in
Ulster County on February 18, 2020 to be posted in their respective
municipal halls. A press release for the Annual Additions was also issued
on February 18, 2020 to 39 press contacts in Ulster County and the rest of
the Hudson Valley. The 30 Day Notice of Review was also published on the
Ulster County Planning Department website.

Applications were received from March 2 through 30, 2020 as March 1 fell
on a Sunday. Applications from 16 individual landowners or groups of
landowners were received requesting the inclusion of 20 parcels, totaling
approximately 629 acres into all four of the existing certified agricultural
districts in Ulster County. The 16 landowner requests represent both
existing and planned agricultural operations on 15 properties. Staff from the
Ulster County Planning Department (UCPD) reviewed the applications for
completeness, current agricultural district status, conservation easements,
deed restrictions and legal ownership.

Site visits are conducted to view current conditions and identify possible
issues to be passed on to the agricultural and farmland protection board
(AFPB). Site visits began later than usual because of the COVID-19
pandemic. The New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets is
aware that Ulster County will complete its agricultural district inclusion
process on a later schedule than usual. It issued a memorandum on March
31, 2020 indicating that it would accommodate counties because of the
pandemic. The UCPD scheduled each site visit for June, as the Mid-Hudson
Region started to reopen. Applicants were asked that they, or others leading
a site visit, wear masks and exercise social distancing.
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Procedure (continued)
The UCPD conducted site visits on June 4, 5, 9, 11, 12, 18, 19 and 23. In
total, 14 out of 15 properties were visited. Concerns related to the COVID-19
pandemic led to one property not having a site visit. This property, however,
had enough publicly available information to evaluate site conditions. June
site visits also meant Cornell Cooperative Extension(CCE) staff were
unavailable for most with the exceptions of one in Shandaken and two in
Woodstock. Towns supervisors were notified by email on June 24, 2020
notifying them if they had tax parcels in the agricultural district inclusion
process.

Applications were formally transmitted by the Legislature to the Agricultural
and Farmland Protection Board (AFPB) by letter on July 10, 2020. The AFPB
is required to evaluate the applications as to conformance with AML and
make a recommendation to the Ulster County Legislature. The AFPB met on
July 24, 2020, and after consideration of the information presented, voted to
file the recommendation contained in this report for each property, including
correspondence with the Clerk of the Legislature and the UCPD’s presentation
to the AFPB.

Summary of Recommendation
The AFPB recommends that 17 of the 20 parcels submitted, totaling
approximately 512 acres, be included into the four certified agricultural
districts in Ulster County (see Details of AFPB Recommendation below). All
of the parcels recommended for inclusion have active agricultural operations
and/or consist of predominately viable agricultural land. Concerning the
application with parcels not recommended for inclusion, the AFPB noted that
no work took place that would show discernable progress on establishing a
farm from the time the applicant applied last year to this year’s application.
The AFPB also noted that the property is not desirable for renting to farmers,
given the lack of farm infrastructure and likely need for substantial clearing.

Public Hearing Information
Pursuant to the AML and Resolution 247 of the Ulster County Legislature
adopted on July 21, 2020, a Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, August
11, 2020 at 6:30 PM. The notice of the Public Hearing was published in the
County’s newspapers of record on August 5 and 6, 2020. Towns containing
tax parcels being considered for inclusion were notified of the Public Hearing
by e-mail on July 28, 2020.
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Legislative Action Required
The Ulster County Legislature is required to adopt a resolution regarding the
inclusion of additional lands into agricultural districts. In so doing, the
Legislature is free to accept, reject or modify the recommendation of the
Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board.

Upon the adoption of the resolution, the Ulster County Legislature shall submit
the resolution, the report of the AFPB, tax map ID numbers and tax maps for
each parcel of land to be included to the New York State Commissioner of
Agriculture and Markets.

Within thirty days of receipt of the resolution, the Commissioner shall certify to
the Ulster County Legislature whether the inclusion is feasible and shall serve
the public interest by assisting in maintaining a viable agricultural industry
within the district(s). If certified by the Commissioner, the land shall become
part of the district(s) immediately.
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