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A quick word about us:

Almost 70!



eBird database is created and maintained by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.  Species and site-specific data can be 
reviewed for Ulster County.

Christmas Bird Count (CBC) sponsored by The American Audubon Society.    There are three Ulster County 
count circles NYUD, NYMS, NYML

NYS January Waterfowl Count Sponsored by the New York State Ornithological Association (NYSOA)

Hawk Watch National Migration count. Ulster County’s site is at Mohonk Preserve

“Big Sit” in May =Counting as many species while sitting/standing inside a designated stationary spot (20’ X 20’).  A 
fundraiser for JBNHS favorite causes.    There are three main sites in Ulster County --Kingston Point, the Great Vly in 
Saugerties, and the Shawangunk Grasslands NWR in Wallkill, and growing!

“Big Day” in October =competition to count the most species in a day visiting a wide variety of habitats throughout 
Ulster County (sponsored by eBird / Cornell)

Breeding Bird Atlas --Third edition census commences in breeding season 2020!    A collaborative project 
taking 5 years of volunteer effort (NYSOA, Cornell and Audubon)  Last atlases were in 1988 and 2000...

Most Avian Data are collected by              
‘Citizen Science’ Programs



eBird
Year-round ‘citizen science’ reporting of bird 
observations



Cumulative UC eBird total



Practically all of 
these “hotspots” 
are protected
lands--Federal, 
State, Municipal  or 
non-profit funded 
parks--dedicated to 
public recreation 
and habitat 
preservation



The first CBC was held in 1900 by 
early Audubon members.  

Each count takes place in an established 
15-mile wide diameter circle, and is 
organized by a count compiler. Count
volunteers follow specified routes through a 
designated 15-mile diameter circle counting
every bird they see or hear all day.

CBC 
Christmas Bird Count 

Annual Winter Census



NYUD

NYML

NYMS



CBC Bird counts show species 
present in winter months





NYUD



NYML



NYMS



Historical Data can be 
searched by Count Circle

http://netapp.audubon.org/C
BCObservation/Historical/Res

ultsByCount.aspx

http://netapp.audubon.org/CBCObservation/Historical/ResultsByCount.aspx


The  relative time spent per 
species is calculated for 

comparison



NYSOA Annual Waterfowl 
Count (January)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 19, ALL DAY NYSOA WINTER WATERFOWL COUNT This annual 
statewide count includes waterfowl and their allies as well as eagles. Data collected will aid in 
understanding population trends and conservation practices of Atlantic Flyway waterfowl. 
The survey will include open bodies of water, especially along the Hudson, Esopus, Wallkill, and 
Rondout Rivers and possibly the Ashokan Reservoir as well as open agricultural areas where geese 
may graze.





Hawk Watch
Raptor  Census

Many species are less dispersed in fall migration than spring--forming “Kettles” and circling up on 
thermals in large groups (especially Broad-Winged Hawks) then streaming southward





SPECIES

Averages
Max/Min 
Counts



“Big Sit”





“Big Day”

Another bird census--this one in October--is timed to coincide with 
the fall migration season.  In addition to hawks seen outside official 
‘count sites’, migratory songbirds are identified and counted along 
with resident (all-year) and wintering species.



Breeding Bird Atlas -
3rd Edition -2020

Published in association with the New York State
Ornithological Association and the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation in 
cooperation with the New York Cooperative Fish and  
Wildlife Research Unit at Cornell University, Cornell 
University Department of Natural Resources, Cornell 
Laboratory of Ornithology, and Audubon New York

Five years of fieldwork by more than 1,200 contributors provided 
the data for this latest addition to our understanding of New York's 
avifauna (birds). This substantial book reveals striking changes 
in the distributions of many of our breeding birds since New 
York's first Breeding Bird Atlas was published in 1988. Over 
half of our 253 species showed a significant change in their 
distribution, with 70 species showing increases and 58 
species showing declines. A two-page species account was 
written for each of the 244 bird species, which features a color 
map that shows the current distribution of the bird in the state and 
a second map that shows the change in distribution since the first 
atlas.





“Both natural and human-caused sources of bird mortality contribute cumulative or combined effects to declining 
bird populations. Millions of acres of bird habitat are lost or degraded every year due to development, agriculture, 
and forestry practices. These  rapidly  accelerating  impacts  can  be  mitigated  only  through 
habitat  restoration  and  protection. In addition, millions of birds are directly killed by human-caused 
sources such as collisions with man-made structures. Death from natural causes is also common sources of 
mortality.

Natural and human-caused mortality impacts are exacerbated by the landscape alterations resulting from a 
changing climate. Birds in every habitat will be affected by natural and human-caused sources, so conserving 
migratory  bird  populations  requires  a  multi-faceted,  coordinated  approach  by 
governments,  conservation organizations,  industry,  and  the  general  public.”

https://www.fws.gov/birds/bird-enthusiasts/threats-to-birds.php

https://www.nbcnews.com/mach/scien
ce/wind-energy-takes-toll-birds-now-
there-s-help-ncna866336



We have one New York State 
recognized and protected 
“Bird Conservation Area”



We also have a National 
Wildlife Refuge (NWR)



Diverse Habitats = Diverse  Species
and Ulster County is rich in open spaces

JBNHS supports efforts to preserve them!

Riparian

Fields and Meadows

Forests (Deciduous, Conifer, and Mixed)

Wetlands & Swamps

Grasslands

Urban & Developed Suburban – can support a high density of 
introduced species- Starlings, House Sparrows, etc. and common yard birds as 
well.



Birds of the River, Marsh  or 
Wetland



Songbirds of the Woodlands



Grassland Species
One of the most at-risk habitats...



More species requiring large 
Grasslands (e-bird listing for SGNWR)



Wild birds require large 
undisturbed areas in a natural state 

to breed successfully
Public education can help define how ‘wildlife areas’ and 
‘nature sanctuaries’ differ from ‘recreational areas’ ‘parks’ 
‘trails’, ‘dog parks’ and ‘playgrounds’

That is, the former exist primarily for the benefit of the 
wildlife rather than the humans (or canines). 

Fast  movements, yelling, laughing --and some would argue 
the presence of too many companion predators-- can agitate 
nesting birds, and even cause them to abandon a nest. 



JBNHS “Where to Bird in Ulster 
County” and checklists



Ulster County Birds
Checklist for all seasons



Even our ‘common birds’ are amazing! 
Take time to appreciate them!



Please feel welcome to 
join us on future JBNHS 
field trips.  

*All are FREE and open 
to the public.*



If anyone is interested in the  CBC 
data, I can send this PPT which 
includes slides at the end containing 
the count data--or  I can send the pdf 

files with summaries.

JBNHS BIRD RECORDS: 
Steve Chorvas P.O. Box 214, Saugerties, NY 12477      

845-246-5900      schorvas@gmail.com



Thank You!

Any Questions?
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