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Ulster County Open Space Resources
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recharge areas, floodplains, wetlands and vernal .

pools (e.g,, Ashokan Reservoir)

3. Working Landscapes:
agricultural and forestry
lands

Regional
Analysis

4. Landforms and
Natural Features:
features that define
the Jandscape’s
character (e.g,
Shawangunk Ridge)
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7. Recreation Resources: rural and
urban parks, shorelines, fishing and

hunting, trails, and tourism sites

ding Park)
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EVALUATING AND CONSERVING
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
ACROSS THE LANDSCAPE:

- Ulster County Green
Infrastructure Habitat

New York Guide

A Practitioner’s Guide COI'eS

K Camitd = Creating the Maps
B oo < ) - Unfragmented Habitat
e Leren
z TR - Ranked Cores
B : ey * Themed Maps

WA - Using the Maps
~ - - Linking to Regional/County
Level
+ Linking to Town/Site Scale




A planimetric map shows a neighborhood’s gray infrastructure including buildings and
roads (left). Classified high-resolution satellite imagery adds a green infrastructure data
layer (trees and other vegetation) (right). Source: American Forests



What Is Green Infrastructure Planning?

“Strategically planned and managed networks of natural lands,
working landscapes and other open spaces that conserve

ecosystem values and functions and provide associated benefits to
human populations”

It's about
connecting the
landscape!

CORRIDOR

INTER-REGIONAL CORRIDOR
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Creating the Maps

« Unfragmented Habitat Layer

 Ranked Cores

 Themed Maps




threatened
and endangered

species
Habitat Core

Ranking for Intact

Ranked Cores
+ Size and shape
Landscape
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+ Rare,
+ Water quality,
+ Water abundance



Ranked Cores

What makes these
cores so special?

12,758 acres in size

258 acres of interior wetlands
27 Element Occurrences Vo N
12 KM of DEC Class A streams S ,‘
9,880 acres In protection (77%) -

11543 acres of significant natural
communities (EO)



Themed Maps
+ Local Reservoirs

+ Aquifers known or
likely to be highly
productive, but not

yet used extensively.| .

= Drinking Water
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- Forested lands
Agricultural

+ Agricultural
Districts
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+ Scenic routes

+ National Register
properties that are
landscape dependent

+ Hudson River
Viewshed
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and EPA, mapped
floodplains
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Waters deemed
Impaired by state

Assessment —

Risk



Of the high
guality habitat
cores, which are
protected, which
are not?

+ Forest Cores

+ Land under
easement,
parkland or
nature reserve

= Protected
High Quality
Cores







Technology for Towns and Villages

Municipal-Wide Corridor or Area

Site Planni
Plans Planning s




Town of Saugerties
Open Space Plan

Vision Map
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Town of Saugertles Open Space Vision Plan




Town of Saugerties- Open Space Vision Plan
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How can town level data
inform the potential
reconnection/
improvement of cores?

How can County level
cores inform town level
efforts?




and Greenway
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Town of Saugerties — Cores
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Green Infrastructure Mapping:

Links the County to the Region... and
beyond

Builds on existing data and efforts at
the municipal and area scale

Informs and further efforts at the
municipal and region scale




Technology for Towns and Villages

Municipal-Wide Corridor or Area Site Planning

Plans Planning




U.S. ROUTE 9W
CORRIDOR ENHANCEMENT PLAN

TOWN OF ULSTER, NEW YORK

PREPARED BY THE TOWN OF ULSTER COMPREHENSIVE PLAN IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE R
WITH PLANIT MAIN STREET, INC. :E PLANIT
ADOPTED BY THE TOWN OF ULSTER TOWN BOARD ON APRIL 24, 2014

MAIN STREET




U.S. Route 9 W

LEGEND

© Existing Street Lamp
Existing MOU

Town of Ulster, Ulster County, New York

Proposal:

To install curbing and
sidewalks along entire
length of the east side
of U.S. Route SW to
facilitate a pedestrian
connection on this side
of the corridor.

Relocate the bulky
telecommunications
cables behind the
buildings in the linear
strip of green space,
which exists between
the buildings on Route
9W and the malls.

Proposal:

Create a design
vocabulary for the U.S.
Route 9W corridor,
which includes street
trees, period style
lighting and the
installation of curbing
and sidewalks on east
side of corridor.

Relocating telephone
and cable lines behind
buildings would
substantially reduce
the clutter of overhead
utilities.

Problem:

The US. Route 9W
corridor is not pedestrian
friendly and is visually
unappealing. There are
few sidewalks along the
eastern side of the
corridor and the
combination of overhead
utilities pole signs and
billboards  along the
corridor  create  visual
clutter that is unsightly.
There is a need to
soften the appearance of
this important gateway
into the Town of Ulster.

Problem:

Having almost all the
streetlights on one side of
the street creates a
lopsided appearance of
the corridor. This is also
not an effective means of
evenly distributing light to
both sides of the street.

Proposal.

Install streetlights on both
sides of the street and
stagger lighting poles to
form an even distribution
of lighting along the U.S.
Route W corridor.

Corridor Enhancement Pla

Existing Conditions

- Figure 1

Final DRAFT




U.S. Route 9 W Corridor Enhancement Plan

’

Above (Left to Right): View of existing conditions on U.S. Route 9W corridor looking north from Kings Mall on east side of U.S. Route 9W; same view showing new period streetlights with banners, a new
sidewalk, relocation of telephone and cable lines (see Appendix A) replacement of Verizon pole sign with monument sign and removal of billboard and pole signs on left side of photo; and same view with new
period lighting with banner with the Verizon pole sign, but billboard on left side of photo removed. These illustrations show how streetlights, sidewalks and sign regulation affect the appearance of the corridor.

Town of Ulster, Ulster County, New York Final DRAFT
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Technology for Towns and Villages

Municipal-Wide Corridor or Area Site Planning

Plans Planning




Ulster County Parcel Viewer

 Feature Overview
= Basemaps and Layers
= Measurements
s PDF Creation
= Sharing
= Parcel Search and Identify
= Buffer and Neighbor Identification
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Administration /

Customer
Service

Web Presence /




Participation

N\

Analysis Feedback
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Tools for Board Members

- Data Sharing
= Cloud Storage |
= Cloud Collaboration
 Training

= Planning
= Environmental Science




Implementing GIS Mapping

» Software
o ArcGIS for Home Use ($100/Year)
= ArcExplorer

o Google Earth — Free
« Shp2kml — transforms GIS layers to Google Earth

o Quantum GIS (QGIS) — Free
« Data
o« Ulster County — http://ulstercountyny.gov/ucis/gis-data
= Google
 Training Opportunities
» See Handout



http://ulstercountyny.gov/ucis/gis-data
http://ulstercountyny.gov/ucis/gis-data
http://ulstercountyny.gov/ucis/gis-data

Technology Q & A and Information Sharing

- What techniques are you using to improve your
processes?

- How can help you solve your technological
needs?



